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The Beacon 
The Beacon magazine is published every 2 months and due to a generous donation is currently 

produced at no cost to the Beacon Mission Community, which enables it to be free of 
advertisements. 

Current and all past issues are available on the website www.missioncommunity.org.uk . 

Articles for submission should be sent to the editor, Michael Price michaeljprice44@gmail.com   

01803 813472. 

  

 
 

 

Q & A 
¶ What is the highest award for bravery in battle? 

άNelsonΩǎ /ƻƭǳƳƴΦέ 

 

¶ Name a major disease associated with smoking. 

άtǊŜƳŀǘǳǊŜ ŘŜŀǘƘΦέ 

 

file:///C:/Users/cpq.VALEPORT/Documents/DATA/Church/01draft/www.missioncommunity.org.uk
file:///C:/Users/cpq.VALEPORT/Documents/DATA/Church/01draft/michaeljprice44@gmail.com
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As always, my thanks to our faithful contributors. 

Enjoy the excitement of the Platinum Jubilee celebrations and this edition of the Beacon. 

Articles for the August edition should reach me by 23rd July, your contributions including 
photographs are warmly welcomed. 

Michael Price, Editor 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well, this June we have the wonderful 
ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴΩs Platinum Jubilee. 
There will be many events across our villages 
including tree planting, music, street parties, 
talent shows, church services to name but a few.  
In these celebrations we will be doing a profound 
and extraordinary thing whilst having enormous 
fun.  In the various events we will have an 
opportunity to acknowledge all that Her Majesty 

Queen Elizabeth II is. We will admire her particular gifts, we will receive from her example and 
we will integrate her values into our lives and the lives of our communities afresh. This is the joy 
of celebrations they deepen and transform our experience and understanding of the thing, event 
or person we are celebrating.  

So, we will come together to celebrate the reign of someone who is the longest serving 
monarch in British history. She is a senior citizen who works over 40 hours a week; who whilst 
employing 1200 people still feeds her own dogs. She is probably the most famous woman in the 
world and yet is as relaxed in a school, residential care home or technology company as she is in 
the company of celebrities or heads of state. A remarkable woman and someone who 
encourages each of us to be true to our gifts, callings and values. Enjoy the celebrations and I 
hope that is some small way our celebrations will transform us and our communities for the 
better.  

In the last issue of the Beacon I suggested that as we each respond to the situation in Ukraine 
ǿŜ ƳƛƎƘǘ Řƻ ǿŜƭƭ ǘƻ ǊŜŀŘ ŀƴŘ ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ WŜǎǳǎΩ ǇŀǊŀōƭŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ DƻƻŘ {ŀƳŀǊƛǘŀƴ ό[ǳƪŜ /Ƙмл Ǿнр-
37). This parable iǎ ŎŜƴǘǊŀƭ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ It is the bible text she quotes most often and 
comes back to again and again in her Christmas broadcasts and on many other occasions. It is a 
story that clearly nurtures, sustains and inspires her. As you celebrate our wonderful Queen why 
not join her in spending a little time reading and reflecting on this story and letting it nurture, 
sustain and inspire you. 

Andrew  

 

Welcome 
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I wonder what you think, feel and sense when you look at, pass by or enter 
the homes of our Beacon Mission Community? I am thinking of the five church 
ōǳƛƭŘƛƴƎǎ ƻŦ {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎΣ Iƻƭȅ ¢Ǌƛƴƛǘȅ, {ǎΦ tŜǘŜǊ ŀƴŘ tŀǳƭΣ {ǘΦ aŀǊȅΩǎ ŀƴŘ {t. 
John the Baptist.  Not forgetting our wider grounds which include churchyards, 

lych gates, memorial gardens and various other buildings we look after. What 
messages are given and communicated by these physical places and spaces to you? 

A home is the place in which we are formed and nurtured. A place that, at its best, enables us 
to explore, experience and grow in safety and then go out from it to the wider world and all that 
this has in store for us. What is in a home and the way people interact with each other in it 
communicates so much. Church buildings and furnishings, like our domestic homes, facilitate 
and communicate a great deal about the people who use them, their beliefs and values, and 
their relationships.  

When homes and churches are places of shelter and love they are wonderful places where 
intimacy and belonging can foster identity and individuality. They are places that we set out from 
to great and wonderful adventures. Then return again to, to tell our stories and to be nurtured 
or at times to be put back together. The familiarity we have with our church buildings often 
conceals the extraordinary things that happen in them as people come to pray, worship, simply 
be and mark major transitions in their lives. They are places of transformation and laboratories 
of the spirit. They are deep places, places of roots, places of identity and places of presence. 
They are also thin places where we realise heaven and earth are one.  

So whatever your domestic home is like the church buildings of St. AndǊŜǿΩǎΣ Iƻƭȅ ¢ǊƛƴƛǘȅΣ {ǎΦ 
Peter and Paul, St. Mary and St. John the Baptist and the gatherings that take place in them are 
there for you. As well as for our regular Sunday and midweek services, funerals, baptisms and 
weddings, concerts and social gatherings our churches are open every day between 9am and 
5pm. If you are in need of a place to dig deep, find roots, identity and presence why not venture 
into one of these homes. Everyone has a place in our churches whether you choose to come to 
be with others or on your own.  You are warmly invited to make a home with us and use these 
wonderful places set within the heart of our beautiful villages.  

My hope is that these beautiful church buildings and grounds (and what happens as they are 
used) will ultimately help each of us to be at home in ourselves.  This is what spirituality is all 
about. If you would value a conversation with me for whatever reason do get in touch my 
telephone number is 01803 813403 and email rev.andrewdown@gmail.com or stop me if you 
see me out and about. 

Peace and good wishes  

Andrew  

 

Home coming ς Churches as homes? 

mailto:rev.andrewdown@gmail.com
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Sunday Services for June and July 
Services planned at time of going to print. Please check website /  Weekly Notices for updates. 

 

 
Sunday June 5th       Pentecost  
 9.30 am  Holy Communion    - St John The Baptist, Woodland 
 9.30 am   Celtic Morning Prayer   - St Mary the Virgin, Denbury 
 11.00 am  Holy Communion   - {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎΣ LǇǇƭŜǇŜƴ 
 4.30 pm  Charismatic    - St !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ IŀƭƭΣ LǇǇƭŜǇŜƴ 
  
Sunday June 12th       Trinity Sunday   
 9.30 am   Holy Communion   - St Mary the Virgin, Denbury 
 11.00 am  Holy Communion    - Ss Peter and Paul, Broadhempston 
 11.00 am   Celtic Morning Prayer   - {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎΣ LǇǇƭŜǇŜƴ 

4.30 pm  Reflective Evening Prayer -  
    Patronal Festival - Trinity  - Holy Trinity, Torbryan 
 
Sunday June 19th        First Sunday after Trinity  
 9.30 am  Holy Communion - Patronal Festival - St John The Baptist, Woodland 
 11.00 am  Holy Communion   - {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎΣ LǇǇƭŜǇŜƴ 
 
Sunday June 26th     Second Sunday after Trinity     

9.30 am   Holy Communion   - St Mary the Virgin, Denbury 
 11.00 am  Holy Communion ς Patronal Festival - Ss Peter and Paul, Broadhempston 
 11.00 am   Churches Together   - St AndreǿΩǎΣ LǇǇƭŜǇŜƴ 

 
Sunday July 3rd       Third Sunday after Trinity 
 9.30 am  Holy Communion    - St John The Baptist, Woodland 
 9.30 am   Celtic Morning Prayer   - St Mary the Virgin, Denbury 
 11.00 am  Holy Communion   - St AndrewΩs, Ipplepen 
  
Sunday July 10th       Fourth Sunday after Trinity  
 9.30 am   Holy Communion   - St Mary the Virgin, Denbury 
 11.00 am  Holy Communion    - Ss Peter and Paul, Broadhempston 
 11.00 am   Celtic Morning Prayer   - St AndrewΩs, Ipplepen 
 
Sunday July 17th       Fifth Sunday after Trinity  
 9.30 am  Holy Communion    - St John The Baptist, Woodland 
 11.00 am  Holy Communion   - St AndrewΩs, Ipplepen 
 
Sunday July 24th     Sixth Sunday after Trinity     

9.30 am   Holy Communion   - St Mary the Virgin, Denbury 
 11.00 am  Holy Communion    - Ss Peter and Paul, Broadhempston 
 11.00 am   Churches Together ς Family Service - St AndrewΩs, Ipplepen 
 
Sunday July 31st     Seventh Sunday after Trinity  
 10.00 am  Mission Community -  
    Holy Communion    -  St aŀǊȅΩǎ Denbury  
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Other events for June and July 
Wed 1st June 12 noon  Churches Together - Lunch Club  - St !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ Church Hall, Ipplepen 
  (1st Wednesday of each month) 

Wed 8th June 10.30am  Coffee Mates    - Church Cottage, Denbury  
  (2nd Wednesday of each month)  

Sat 11th June  10am - 12 noon  Coffee Morning   - The Parish Rooms, Woodland 
  (A temporary change from the usual 1st Saturday of each month) 

Sat 2nd July  10am - 12 noon  Coffee Morning   - The Parish Rooms, Woodland 
  (1st Saturday of each month) 

Wed 6th July 12 noon  Churches Together - Lunch Club  - St !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ Church Hall, Ipplepen 
  (1st Wednesday of each month) 

Wed 13th July 10.30am  Coffee Mates    - Church Cottage, Denbury  
  (2nd Wednesday of each month)  

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 Beacon Parishes Mission Community Weekly Events 
Private Prayer 

Our churches are open for private prayer and reflection throughout the week from 9am to 5pm each day 
   

Weekly Morning Prayer  

 Tuesday  9.15 am (Book of Common Prayer) - {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎΣ LǇǇƭŜǇŜƴ 
 Wednesday  9.15 am (Celtic Morning Prayer) - hƴƭƛƴŜ ǳǎƛƴƎ Ψ½ƻƻƳΩ 
      For the Zoom password, email:  rev.andrewdown@gmail.com  
 Thursday  9.15 am (Common Worship)   - St Mary the Virgin, Denbury 
 Friday  9.15 am (A time of silent prayer and meditation) - Ss Peter and Paul, Broadhempston 
       

Regular Midweek Events and Communion Services  

Mondays at 3 ς 5pm  Ψ¢-ǇƻǘΩ   - Church Cottage, Denbury 
   at 7.30pm  Bellringing Practice - Ss Peter and Paul, Broadhempston 
Tuesdays at 10.15 am  Holy Communion - {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎΣ LǇǇƭŜǇŜƴ  
Wednesdays at 7.30pm  Bellringing Practice - {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎΣ LǇǇƭŜǇŜƴ 
Thursdays  at 10.15 am   Holy Communion  - St Mary the Virgin, Denbury 
   at 4.30pm  sta*x Choir Practice - {ǘ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎΣ LǇǇƭŜǇŜƴ 

 

Definitions 
¶ INFLATION: Fictitious figure invented by the Government for the purpose of 

calculating pension rises based to the formula PR divided by two (where PR=Price 
Rises). 

¶ JUMBLE SALE: Local opportunity to make cheap purchases of the things you used to 
GIVE to jumble sales. 

¶ POLICE OFFICER: Boy or girl wearing uniforms similar to those once worn by large, 
fierce-looking men. 

mailto:rev.andrewdown@gmail.com
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Life Events 
We continue to pray for those we, as Beacon Parishes, have had and will have the privilege of 
supporting and accompanying, and also their family and friends.    

Baptisms 
Sunday 22nd May 2022  Broadhempston  Beatrix Zimmermann-Hunt 

Weddings 
Saturday 7th May 2022  Denbury   Paul Warren & Louise Atkinson 
Saturday 14th May 2022  Ipplepen   William Slade & Emily Herridge 
Sunday 29th May 2022  Broadhempston  !ǘǘƛƭŀ ΨWŀƳŜǎΩ 5ǊǳǊȅ & Vanessa Callender 

Funerals 
Wednesday 27th April 2022  Ipplepen   Royston Hopkins 
Friday 29th April 2022   Ipplepen   Gwen Hayman 
Tuesday 10th May 2022  Broadhempston  Anne Vooght 
Thursday 12th May 2022  Ipplepen   Muriel Duke 
Friday 20th May 2022   Ipplepen   Jean Rogers-Came 
Monday 30th May 2022  Ipplepen   !ƴǘƘƻƴȅ Ψ¢ƻƴȅΩ {ǉǳƛǊŜ tŀǊƴŜƭƭ 
Tuesday 31st May 2022  Ipplepen   Clifford Raymont 

Remembrance Services 
Friday 13th May 2022   Broadhempston  Penelope Kittow 

Interments of Ashes 
Thursday 7th April 2022  Woodland   David Day and Rita Day 

 

How to keep in touch 
Weekly Notices These contain up to date information of services and activities in our parishes. 

Published prior to each weekend, these are given out at services and also 
available to pick in the churches during the week. They are also emailed out by 
the office to those on the email circulation list.  

Website  The Beacon Parishes website www.missioncommunity.org.uk ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ΨƎƻ ǘƻΩ ǇƭŀŎŜ 
for information. It also contains the Weekly Notices and Beacon Magazine. 

Videos Video recordings of some of the services held in our Beacon Community can be 
found on the website. 

Facebook Three of our parishes keep up to date Facebook pages: 

www.facebook.com/StAndrewsIpplepen/ 

www.facebook.com/denburyworship  

www.facebook.com/Broad20/  

and the Beacon Community Discussion group: 

www.facebook.com/groups/424938598594105 

Email The Church Office has an email list which is used for sending out the Weekly 
Notices as well as any other important information. If you or someone you know 
would like to be included on this list, please contact the office. 

Contacts Names and telephone numbers are to be found in The Beacon. 

Rector wŜǾΩŘ !ƴŘǊŜǿ 5ƻǿƴΦ ¢ŜƭΥ лмуло умопло E: rev.andrewdown@gmail.com 

Church Office CƘǳǊŎƘ hŦŦƛŎŜΣ {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ IŀƭƭΣ /ƘǳǊŎƘ tŀǘƘΣ LǇǇƭŜǇŜƴΣ ¢vмн рw½  

Tel: 01803 814178 E: office@beaconparishes.co.uk 

 

 

http://www.missioncommunity.org.uk/
http://www.facebook.com/StAndrewsIpplepen/
http://www.facebook.com/denburyworship
http://www.facebook.com/Broad20/
http://www.facebook.com/groups/424938598594105
mailto:rev.andrewdown@gmail.com
mailto:office@beaconparishes.co.uk
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Floodlighting  
The towers at both Denbury and Ipplepen have floodlighting which 
needs sponsorship to cover the cost of electricity and maintenance.  
Sponsorship is usually for a week at a time, and people often like to  
sponsor to mark a special occasion. 

 
Denbury:  
For Denbury, contact Rachel Belringer 01803 812529 / 07751804007 

New 

June and July  A villager who likes to see the tower lit 

 

Ipplepen:  For Ipplepen, the suggested donation is £5 per occasion per week. 
¶ {ǇƻƴǎƻǊ ŦƻǊƳǎ ŀǊŜ ŀǾŀƛƭŀōƭŜ ƛƴ {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ ŀƴŘ ŀƭǎƻ ŀǘ www.missioncommunity.org.uk/floodlighting  

¶ Or write to the office or email: ippleflood@beaconparishes.co.uk 

¶ Donations can be made by cash, cheque, BACS or via www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ippleflood  

¶ If you are a UK taxpayer, please Gift Aid your donation 

 

Retrospective 

22nd ς 28th May Celebrating the first birthday of our beautiful granddaughter, Flora on 27th May. Ingrid & 
John Marsh 

New 

3rd ς 9th July Alistair and Judy Dewhirst to celebrate the birthday of Enzo Dewhirst on 7th July 

10th ς 16th July Ivor remembering his wife Daphne Partridge on their Wedding Anniversary on 13th July  

17th ς 23rd July Alistair and Judy Dewhirst to celebrate the wedding anniversary of Edd and Maddie on 19th 
July 

24th ς 30th July Alistair and Judy Dewhirst to celebrate the birthday of Raphael Dewhirst on 27th July 

 

Words of Wisdom 
 

¶ Does anyone else have a plastic bag full of plastic bags, or is it just me?  

¶ I hate it when I can't figure out how to operate the iPad and my tech support guy is 
asleep. He's 5 and it's past his bedtime. 

¶ Today's 3-year-olds can switch on laptops and open their favourite apps. When I was 
3, I ate mud.  

¶ Tip for a successful marriage: Don't ask your wife when dinner will be ready while 
she's mowing the lawn. 

¶ So, you drive across town to a gym to walk on a treadmill? 

 
 

 

http://www.missioncommunity.org.uk/floodlighting
http://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/ippleflood
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On 27th March we celebrated a Churches Together 
Mothering Sunday Family Service. Maria Alsop and 
Hillarie Griggs led this lovely Service and there was a 
blessing of the posies which were distributed at the 
end. Thanks to Sue Sanders for organising a small 
team of us to make them on Saturday afternoon. 

We had Holy Communion Service at 11am on 
Sunday 3rd April, then Reflective Evening Prayer ς St. 
George at Holy Trinity, Torbryan at 4-30pm. 

The Annual Meeting of Parishioners and Parochial Church Meeting took place on Monday 4th April at 
7pm in the church. Like last year we were all still wearing masks. Jane Outhwaite was presented with a 
gift of flowers and thanked very much for her great service as a Churchwarden by Rev Andrew Down. 
Refreshments were served at the end of the meeting. 

Palm Sunday Service was held at Ss. Peter and Paul, Broadhempston as a Mission Community Service 
at 10 am. Unfortunately I was unable to attend this service as first Tony then myself tested positive 
earlier in the week for Covid. There was an Evensong service at 6pm which Vanessa Bevan kindly sent 
me a report and I quote: άOn Sunday 10th April (Palm Sunday) about 20 of us were treated to BCP 
Evensong led by Stephen Bryant. Stephen has led Services in the past and stresses that he is not trained 
or qualified to preach but always gives an interesting talk - this time on Palms and Donkeys. We were 
able to sing hymns led by Marilyn Ellis on the organ and even managed to sing the Nunc Dimittis 
although the Magnificat and Psalm defeated us but with a bit of practice who knows - next time 
(hopefully there will be one) we will be able to sing those as well.έ 

During Holy Week Holy Communion took place each evening Monday to 
Wednesday at 7pm. Maundy Thursday at 7.30pm with the Watch to follow. Good 
Friday was a joint service and Walk of Witness. 

Easter Sunday was a joyful service which was celebrated at 11am with Rev 
Andrew Down. The church was filled with vases of daffodils and looked bright and 
beautiful, and there was an Easter Garden and a Cross filled with flowers and 
greenery brought by the Congregation. We were treated to lovely singing from Dr 
Tom Morris with Marilyn Ellis accompanying him and also with St. Andrew's Youth 
Choir who were delightful. 

The Churches Together Family Service on Sunday 24th April was led by Hillarie Griggs and Steve 
Sheldon, who also wrote the Reflection. The theme was based on Thomas who had doubts in the 
resurrection. There was a bible reading from Vanessa Bevan and then a dramatisation with me as a 
disciple and Clive Tompkins as Thomas. Jo Innes-Lumsden played the clavanova and led the hymn 
singing. 

May DayΩs Service of Holy Communion led by Rev Andrew reflected on the Conversion of St. Paul. The 
long reading from Acts 9 1-20 was read by Bridget Vickerstaff and Reflection written by Hillarie Griggs. 

Sunday May 8th {ǘŜǾŜ ŀƴŘ {ƘŜƛƭŀ {ƘŜƭŘƻƴ ƭŜŘ ǘƘŜ /ŜƭǘƛŎ {ŜǊǾƛŎŜ ŀƴŘ ƛǘ ǿŀǎ ōŀǎŜŘ ƻƴ ΨaƻǘƘŜǊ Wǳƭƛŀƴ ƻŦ 
bƻǊǿƛŎƘΩΦ ¢ƘŜ wŜŦƭŜŎǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ !ƴŘǊŜǿ ǎǇŜŀƪǎ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ōŜƛƴƎ ±ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ {ǳƴŘŀȅ ǿƘŜƴ ǿŜ ǘƘƛƴƪ ŀōƻǳǘ ƻǳǊ 
deepest callings. 

The Pastoral Care Team meet regularly to make sure anyone who is ill or housebound within the 
Church Family is given a phone call or visit to check if they need any help. It was good to see Rev Anne 
Burden in Church and making progress and also Maureen Burley progressing well. 

Sadly we heard the news recently that Jean Rogers-Came has died and Sam Ward. Our thoughts are 
with their loved ones. 

Marilyn Clark 
  

News from 

Ipplepen 
 
 

 St. Andrew 
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I have a great liking for the odd or unusual 
events that have traditionally taken place across 
the land ς little village festivals that revel in their 
own eccentricities, and whose origins are lost in 
the lists of time. Many of these have 
unfortunately had an enforced couple of years off, 
but this year they are back with renewed vigour to 

carry on these very important traditions.   

 Some years ago, we went to the Ottery St. Mary Tar Barrels festival on Bonfire Night, 
which was a completely bonkers event with an admirably scant regard for health and safety. I 
ƘŀǾŜ ŀƭǎƻ ƭƻƴƎ ǿŀƴǘŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǘǘŜƴŘ tŀŘǎǘƻǿΩǎ Ψhōōȅ Ψhǎǎ ŜǾŜƴǘ ǿƘƛŎƘΣ ōȅ ŀƭƭ ŀŎŎƻǳƴǘǎ ƛǎ ŀƭǎƻ ǾŜǊȅ 
mad indeed. However, a couple of weeks ago I was lucky enough to go to the Blackawton 
International Worm Charming championship. This was also a madcap event but most 
entertaining.   

 The point, as you may have guessed, is to charm the maximum number of worms out of 
the ground in the shortest possible time. To add to the craziness of it all, there is an official cheat 
who goes round encouraging contestants to cheat, which you are allowed to do. The official 
cheat sells contestants bags, which may or may not contain worms, all of the money going to 
charity. Other contestants may try and smuggle previously-caught worms into the event.  
However, if you are caught cheating by the official judge, you are disqualified.   

 !ƭƭ ƛƴ ŀƭƭΣ ƛǘΩǎ ŀ ƭƻǘ ƻŦ ƭƛƎƘǘ-hearted nonsense and a chance for the good folk of Blackawton 
(and their visitors from further afield) to have a bit of a knees-up (with a good deal of drunken 
debauchery to boot.) 

 My own small part that I played in this was to participate in running our bicycle-powered 
jukebox, Wheely Groovy, which provided musical entertainment. This was a fittingly eccentric 
sideshow for the even crazier main event.   

 All in all, a great day out and a welcome return to ΨfestivallingΩ, of which I hope there will 
be much more this summer.   

Georgie Brendon 

 
  

A view from  

Torbryan 
                       

Strap Lines 
¶ Anger is just one letter short of danger. 

¶ I do not want the peace that passes understanding; I want the understanding which 
brings peace.(Helen Keller) 

¶ ²Ŝ ƘŀǾŜƴΩǘ Ǝƻǘ ŀ ǇƭŀƴΣ ǎƻ ƴƻǘƘƛƴƎ Ŏŀƴ Ǝƻ ǿǊƻƴƎΦ (Spike Milligan) 

¶ ¸ƻǳ ŎŀƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ǎƛƭǾŜǊ ƭƛƴƛƴƎ ǿƛǘƘƻǳǘ ŀ ŎƭƻǳŘΦ 

¶ When the power of love overtakes the love of power we shall be moving towards 
peace. 

¶ ²ƘŜƴ ƛǘ ǎŜŜƳǎ ǘƘŀǘ DƻŘ ŘƻŜǎƴΩǘ ǎƻƭǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ǇǊƻōƭŜƳΣ ǇŜǊƘŀǇǎ ƘŜ Ƙŀǎ ŦŀƛǘƘ ƛƴ ȅƻǳǊ 
ability. 

¶ Church is not so much a shrine for saints, but a hospital for sinners. 
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The weather has been sometimes hot, 
sometimes wet and sometimes cold over the last 
few months, as springtime weather often is, and 
as a consequence all is looking very lush and 
green in our village and its surrounding 
countryside. The scent from carpets of bluebells 
in woods next to the road has been quite heady, 
particularly on still and humid evenings, and the 

apple blossom has been spectacular. First cuts of silage have already been taken from a few 
village fields in preparation for the winter to come and the slide into summer is well underway. 

{ǳƳƳŜǊ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΣ ŀǎ ŀ ƴŀǘƛƻƴΣ ƛǎ ǘƛŜŘ ǳǇ ǿƛǘƘ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴΩǎ tƭŀǘƛƴǳƳ WǳōƛƭŜŜΦ bƻǘ 
only do we have an extra bank holiday especially to celebrate, but television programmes are 
already centring on designing special puddings for it and Union Jack bunting is beginning to 
abound around our towns. Reflecting back over the years of her long and glorious reign always 
leads to reflecting back on how we celebrated her previous jubilees. I was a young child for her 
Silver Jubilee and remember it with a slight tinge of confusion as to why it had to be important 
that we all wore red, white and blue clothing. The Gold, however, was celebrated in our village in 
high style, with a marquee erected in the gardens of Gurrington House to host competitions, 
entertainment and a diner. My children were given celebration mugs by their preschool, which 
ƘŀǾŜ ōŜŜƴ ǊŜŦŜǊǊŜŘ ǘƻ ŀǎ ΨǘƘŜ DǊŜŀǘ DǊŀƴƴȅ ƳǳƎǎΩ ŜǾŜǊ ǎƛƴŎŜ ŀǎ ǘƘŜȅ ŦƛǊƳƭȅ ōŜƭƛŜǾed that the 
picture on them of the Queen was instead that of their own Great Granny. My grandmother 
would have been tickled pink to think that the children thought she was the Queen and, being a 
ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ǿƻƳŀƴ ƘŜǊǎŜƭŦΣ LΩƳ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜ vǳŜŜƴ ǿƻǳƭŘ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǾŜ minded. This time our village will 
be celebrating with a cream tea at the Rising Sun on Saturday 4th June. The village coffee 
morning which would normally be held on that day is instead being held on Saturday 11th. 

Looking ahead to other events in our village calendar, our church will be hosting a Mission 
Community Service on Sunday 29th May, with coffee and cake in the village hall afterwards. This 
will be the first Mission Community Service that we have hosted since before covid lockdowns 
began two years ago ς another sign that life has finally returned to a pre-covid normality. 
Another step back to pre-ŎƻǾƛŘ ƭƛŦŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊŜƛƴǎǘŀǘŜƳŜƴǘ ƻŦ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ D/{9 ŀƴŘ !Ω ƭŜǾŜƭ ŜȄŀƳǎ ƛƴ ƻǳǊ 
secondary schools. Good luck to any of our community teenagers who are taking these, or 
similar exams, this summer and also the best of luck to those hard working exam invigilators. The 
press have rightly said that they are in very short supply this year and I happen to know that 
there are quite a few who live in the Ipplepen area.  

Helen Pearse 
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Church Services 
On Palm Sunday, 

Broadhempston hosted a 
Mission Community 
service. The congregation 
gathered at the village hall 
to collect their palm leaves 

and crosses and processed behind the covered cross, 
Andrew and Paul, carrying a donkey mask, to the 
church. Rachel Bellringer led the singing, 
accompanied by some of the congregation on various 
instruments. After an inspiring service, during which 
the children made palm crosses at the craft table, 
Broadhempston PCC hosted tea and cake in the 
village hall. It was lovely to see so many people from 
across the Mission Community gathered together. 

During the Easter Sunday service, we had a very successful craft 
table with about a dozen children creating a triptych of the journey 
of Christ from Palm Sunday through to Easter Sunday, including the 
crucifixion. The children enjoyed making palm leaves, flowers, the 
donkey, crosses and the tomb and the 
result was very successful. After the 
service the children put flowers on the 
cross outside the church and enjoyed 

an Easter egg hunt in the churchyard. A craft table for the children 
will be available at the Family Service held on the second Sunday of 
every month. Please check the church Facebook page for details. 

 

Broad Harmony Choir 
The Broadhempston village choir Broad Harmony were rewarded for their hard work over the 

winter months with a joyous performance as the chorus for the "Moon Hares" opera at the end 
of March. The production was hugely successful; led by James Redwood (who wrote the music), 
we were joined in song by two local schools as the "children of the village", a local youth group 
providing percussion and a full complement of strings, brass and wind instruments played by the 
talented Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment. The production was staged at the Guildhall in 
Plymouth, and the main hall was near to capacity with friends, family and members of the public.  

The choir had rehearsed diligently and this was a real step up in terms of public performance, 
so we are very proud of ourselves. Thanks must be given as always to Bob Humphrys who leads 
our rehearsals and coordinated our involvement with the project.  

We are taking a break now over the summer, but plan to begin rehearsals again in the Autumn 
with the aim of some Christmas performances which are becoming somewhat of a tradition. 
Well done to all the members of the choir and a huge thank you to those who have supported 
us! If you would be interested in coming along to a rehearsal to see what we are about, please 
feel free to contact Alex Paton via email: afp01@hotmail.co.uk 

News from 

Broadhempston 
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