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Readings — Monday 31° August to Saturday 5™ September 2020

Mon 31% August Luke 4.16-30

The Rejection of Jesus at Nazareth
When he came to Nazareth, where he had been brought up, he went to the synagogue on the sabbath day, as
was his custom. He stood up to read, and the scroll of the prophet Isaiah was given to him. He unrolled the scroll
and found the place where it was written:
‘The Spirit of the Lord is upon me,

because he has anointed me

to bring good news to the poor.

He has sent me to proclaim release to the captives

and recovery of sight to the blind,

to let the oppressed go free,

to proclaim the year of the Lord’s favour.’
And he rolled up the scroll, gave it back to the attendant, and sat down. The eyes of all in the synagogue were
fixed on him. Then he began to say to them, ‘Today this scripture has been fulfilled in your hearing.” All spoke well
of him and were amazed at the gracious words that came from his mouth. They said, ‘Is not this Joseph’s
son?’ He said to them, ‘Doubtless you will quote to me this proverb, “Doctor, cure yourself!” And you will say, “Do
here also in your home town the things that we have heard you did at Capernaum.”’ And he said, ‘Truly | tell you,
no prophet is accepted in the prophet’'s home town. But the truth is, there were many widows in Israel in the time
of Elijah, when the heaven was shut up for three years and six months, and there was a severe famine over all the
land; yet Elijah was sent to none of them except to a widow at Zarephath in Sidon. There were also many
lepers in Israel in the time of the prophet Elisha, and none of them was cleansed except Naaman the
Syrian.” When they heard this, all in the synagogue were filled with rage. They got up, drove him out of the town,
and led him to the brow of the hill on which their town was built, so that they might hurl him off the cliff. But he
passed through the midst of them and went on his way.

Tues 1% September Luke 4.31-37

The Man with an Unclean Spirit

He went down to Capernaum, a city in Galilee, and was teaching them on the sabbath. They were astounded at
his teaching, because he spoke with authority. In the synagogue there was a man who had the spirit of an unclean
demon, and he cried out with a loud voice, ‘Let us alone! What have you to do with us, Jesus of Nazareth? Have
you come to destroy us? | know who you are, the Holy One of God.’ But Jesus rebuked him, saying, ‘Be silent,
and come out of him!” When the demon had thrown him down before them, he came out of him without having
done him any harm. They were all amazed and kept saying to one another, ‘What kind of utterance is this? For
with authority and power he commands the unclean spirits, and out they come!” And a report about him began to
reach every place in the region.
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Wed 2" September Luke 4.38-End

Healings at Simon’s House

After leaving the synagogue he entered Simon’s house. Now Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering from a high
fever, and they asked him about her. Then he stood over her and rebuked the fever, and it left her. Immediately
she got up and began to serve them.

As the sun was setting, all those who had any who were sick with various kinds of diseases brought them to him;
and he laid his hands on each of them and cured them. Demons also came out of many, shouting, ‘You are the
Son of God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak, because they knew that he was the
Messiah.

Jesus Preaches in the Synagogues

At daybreak he departed and went into a deserted place. And the crowds were looking for him; and when they
reached him, they wanted to prevent him from leaving them. But he said to them, ‘I must proclaim the good news
of the kingdom of God to the other cities also; for | was sent for this purpose.’ So he continued proclaiming the
message in the synagogues of Judea.

Thurs 3¢ September Luke 5.1-11

Jesus Calls the First Disciples

Once while Jesus was standing beside the lake of Gennesaret, and the crowd was pressing in on him to hear the
word of God, he saw two boats there at the shore of the lake; the fishermen had gone out of them and were
washing their nets. He got into one of the boats, the one belonging to Simon, and asked him to put out a little way
from the shore. Then he sat down and taught the crowds from the boat. When he had finished speaking, he said
to Simon, ‘Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” Simon answered, ‘Master, we have
worked all night long but have caught nothing. Yet if you say so, | will let down the nets.” When they had done this,
they caught so many fish that their nets were beginning to break. So they signalled to their partners in the other
boat to come and help them. And they came and filled both boats, so that they began to sink. But when Simon
Peter saw it, he fell down at Jesus’ knees, saying, ‘Go away from me, Lord, for | am a sinful man!” For he and all
who were with him were amazed at the catch of fish that they had taken; and so also were James and John, sons
of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. Then Jesus said to Simon, ‘Do not be afraid; from now on you will be
catching people.” When they had brought their boats to shore, they left everything and followed him.

Thurs 4" September Luke 5.33-End

The Question about Fasting

Then they said to him, ‘John’s disciples, like the disciples of the Pharisees, frequently fast and pray, but your
disciples eat and drink.” Jesus said to them, ‘You cannot make wedding-guests fast while the bridegroom is with
them, can you? The days will come when the bridegroom will be taken away from them, and then they will fast in
those days.’ He also told them a parable: ‘No one tears a piece from a new garment and sews it on an old
garment; otherwise the new will be torn, and the piece from the new will not match the old. And no one puts new
wine into old wineskins; otherwise the new wine will burst the skins and will be spilled, and the skins will be
destroyed. But new wine must be put into fresh wineskins. And no one after drinking old wine desires new wine,
but says, “The old is good.”’

Sat 5™ September Luke 6.1-5

The Question about the Sabbath

One sabbath while Jesus was going through the cornfields, his disciples plucked some heads of grain, rubbed
them in their hands, and ate them. But some of the Pharisees said, ‘Why are you doing what is not lawful on the
sabbath?’ Jesus answered, ‘Have you not read what David did when he and his companions were hungry? He
entered the house of God and took and ate the bread of the Presence, which it is not lawful for any but the priests
to eat, and gave some to his companions?’ Then he said to them, ‘The Son of Man is lord of the sabbath.’
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