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Readings — Monday 3" August to Saturday 8™ August 2020

Mon 3" August Matthew 14.22-End

Jesus Walks on the Water

Immediately he made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead to the other side, while he
dismissed the crowds. And after he had dismissed the crowds, he went up the mountain by himself
to pray. When evening came, he was there alone, but by this time the boat, battered by the waves,
was far from the land, for the wind was against them. And early in the morning he came walking
towards them on the lake. But when the disciples saw him walking on the lake, they were terrified,
saying, ‘It is a ghost!” And they cried out in fear. But immediately Jesus spoke to them and said,
‘Take heart, it is I; do not be afraid.’

Peter answered him, ‘Lord, if it is you, command me to come to you on the water.’” He said, ‘Come.’
So Peter got out of the boat, started walking on the water, and came towards Jesus. But when he
noticed the strong wind, he became frightened, and beginning to sink, he cried out, ‘Lord, save
me!’ Jesus immediately reached out his hand and caught him, saying to him, ‘You of little faith,
why did you doubt?’ When they got into the boat, the wind ceased. And those in the boat
worshipped him, saying, ‘Truly you are the Son of God.’

Jesus Heals the Sick in Gennesaret

When they had crossed over, they came to land at Gennesaret. After the people of that place
recognized him, they sent word throughout the region and brought all who were sick to him, and
begged him that they might touch even the fringe of his cloak; and all who touched it were healed.

Tues 4" August Matthew 15.1,2,10-14

The Tradition of the Elders
Then Pharisees and scribes came to Jesus from Jerusalem and said, ‘Why do your disciples break
the tradition of the elders? For they do not wash their hands before they eat.’

Things That Defile

Then he called the crowd to him and said to them, ‘Listen and understand: it is not what goes into
the mouth that defiles a person, but it is what comes out of the mouth that defiles.” Then the
disciples approached and said to him, ‘Do you know that the Pharisees took offence when they
heard what you said?’ He answered, ‘Every plant that my heavenly Father has not planted will be
uprooted. Let them alone; they are blind guides of the blind. And if one blind person guides
another, both will fall into a pit.”
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Wed 5™ August Matthew 15.21-28

The Canaanite Woman'’s Faith

Jesus left that place and went away to the district of Tyre and Sidon. Just then a Canaanite woman
from that region came out and started shouting, ‘Have mercy on me, Lord, Son of David; my
daughter is tormented by a demon.’ But he did not answer her at all. And his disciples came and
urged him, saying, ‘Send her away, for she keeps shouting after us.” He answered, ‘I was sent only
to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” But she came and knelt before him, saying, ‘Lord, help
me.’ He answered, ‘It is not fair to take the children’s food and throw it to the dogs.’” She said, ‘Yes,
Lord, yet even the dogs eat the crumbs that fall from their masters’ table.” Then Jesus answered
her, ‘Woman, great is your faith! Let it be done for you as you wish.” And her daughter was healed
instantly.

Thurs 6™ August - Transfiguration of Our Lord Luke 9.28-36

The Transfiguration

Now about eight days after these sayings Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went
up on the mountain to pray. And while he was praying, the appearance of his face changed, and his
clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They
appeared in glory and were speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at
Jerusalem. Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but since they had
stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who stood with him. Just as they were leaving
him, Peter said to Jesus, ‘Master, it is good for us to be here; let us make three dwellings, one for
you, one for Moses, and one for Elijah’—not knowing what he said. While he was saying this, a
cloud came and overshadowed them; and they were terrified as they entered the cloud. Then from
the cloud came a voice that said, ‘This is my Son, my Chosen; listen to him!” When the voice had
spoken, Jesus was found alone. And they kept silent and in those days told no one any of the
things they had seen.

Fri 7™ August Matthew 16.24-28

The Cross and Self-Denial

Then Jesus told his disciples, ‘'If any want to become my followers, let them deny themselves and
take up their cross and follow me. For those who want to save their life will lose it, and those who
lose their life for my sake will find it. For what will it profit them if they gain the whole world but
forfeit their life? Or what will they give in return for their life?

‘For the Son of Man is to come with his angels in the glory of his Father, and then he will repay
everyone for what has been done. Truly I tell you, there are some standing here who will not taste
death before they see the Son of Man coming in his kingdom.’

Sat 8" August Matthew 17.14-20

Jesus Cures a Boy with a Demon

When they came to the crowd, a man came to him, knelt before him, and said, ‘Lord, have mercy
on my son, for he is an epileptic and he suffers terribly; he often falls into the fire and often into
the water. And I brought him to your disciples, but they could not cure him.’ Jesus answered, ‘You
faithless and perverse generation, how much longer must I be with you? How much longer must I
put up with you? Bring him here to me.” And Jesus rebuked the demon, and it came out of him,
and the boy was cured instantly. Then the disciples came to Jesus privately and said, ‘Why could
we not cast it out?’ He said to them, ‘Because of your little faith. For truly I tell you, if you have
faith the size of a mustard seed, you will say to this mountain, "Move from here to there”, and it
will move; and nothing will be impossible for you.’
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