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Readings — Monday 24™ August to Saturday 29™ August 2020

Mon 24" August Luke 22.24-30

The Dispute about Greatness

A dispute also arose among them as to which one of them was to be regarded as the greatest. But he
said to them, ‘The kings of the Gentiles lord it over them; and those in authority over them are called
benefactors. But not so with you; rather the greatest among you must become like the youngest, and the
leader like one who serves. For who is greater, the one who is at the table or the one who serves? Is it
not the one at the table? But | am among you as one who serves.

‘You are those who have stood by me in my trials; and | confer on you, just as my Father has conferred
on me, a kingdom, so that you may eat and drink at my table in my kingdom, and you will sit on thrones
judging the twelve tribes of Israel.

Tues 25" August Matthew 23.23-26

‘Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you tithe mint, dill, and cummin, and have neglected
the weightier matters of the law: justice and mercy and faith. It is these you ought to have practised
without neglecting the others. You blind guides! You strain out a gnat but swallow a camel!

‘Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you clean the outside of the cup and of the plate,
but inside they are full of greed and self-indulgence. You blind Pharisee! First clean the inside of the
cup, so that the outside also may become clean.

Wed 26" August Matthew 23.27-32

‘Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you are like whitewashed tombs, which on the
outside look beautiful, but inside they are full of the bones of the dead and of all kinds of filth. So you
also on the outside look righteous to others, but inside you are full of hypocrisy and lawlessness.

‘Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For you build the tombs of the prophets and decorate
the graves of the righteous, and you say, “If we had lived in the days of our ancestors, we would not
have taken part with them in shedding the blood of the prophets.” Thus you testify against yourselves
that you are descendants of those who murdered the prophets. Fill up, then, the measure of your
ancestors.

Thurs 27™ August Matthew 24.42-End

Keep awake therefore, for you do not know on what day your Lord is coming. But understand this: if the
owner of the house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he would have stayed
awake and would not have let his house be broken into. Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son
of Man is coming at an unexpected hour.
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The Faithful or the Unfaithful Slave

‘Who then is the faithful and wise slave, whom his master has put in charge of his household, to give the
other slaves their allowance of food at the proper time? Blessed is that slave whom his master will find at
work when he arrives. Truly | tell you, he will put that one in charge of all his possessions. But if that
wicked slave says to himself, “My master is delayed”, and he begins to beat his fellow-slaves, and eats
and drinks with drunkards, the master of that slave will come on a day when he does not expect him and
at an hour that he does not know. He will cut him in pieces and put him with the hypocrites, where there
will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Fri 28" August Matthew 25.1-13

The Parable of the Ten Bridesmaids

‘Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the
bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took
no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of
them became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a shout, “Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come
out to meet him.” Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the
wise, “Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.” But the wise replied, “No! there will not be
enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy some for yourselves.” And while
they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him into the wedding
banquet; and the door was shut. Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, “Lord, lord, open to
us.” But he replied, “Truly | tell you, | do not know you.” Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the
day nor the hour.

Sat 29" August Matthew 14.1-12

The Death of John the Baptist

At that time Herod the ruler heard reports about Jesus; and he said to his servants, ‘This is John the
Baptist; he has been raised from the dead, and for this reason these powers are at work in him.” For
Herod had arrested John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s
wife, because John had been telling him, ‘It is not lawful for you to have her.” Though Herod wanted to
put him to death, he feared the crowd, because they regarded him as a prophet. But when Herod’s
birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced before the company, and she pleased Herod so much
that he promised on oath to grant her whatever she might ask. Prompted by her mother, she said, ‘Give
me the head of John the Baptist here on a platter.” The king was grieved, yet out of regard for his oaths
and for the guests, he commanded it to be given; he sent and had John beheaded in the prison. The
head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, who brought it to her mother. His disciples came and
took the body and buried it; then they went and told Jesus.
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