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         Readings – Monday 17th August to Saturday 22nd August 2020  

 
Mon 17th August  Matthew 19.16-22 
The Rich Young Man 
Then someone came to him and said, ‘Teacher, what good deed must I do to have eternal life?’ And he 
said to him, ‘Why do you ask me about what is good? There is only one who is good. If you wish to enter 
into life, keep the commandments.’ He said to him, ‘Which ones?’ And Jesus said, ‘You shall not murder; 
You shall not commit adultery; You shall not steal; You shall not bear false witness; Honour your father 
and mother; also, You shall love your neighbour as yourself.’ The young man said to him, ‘I have kept all 
these; what do I still lack?’ Jesus said to him, ‘If you wish to be perfect, go, sell your possessions, and 
give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; then come, follow me.’ When the 
young man heard this word, he went away grieving, for he had many possessions. 
 
Tues 18th August  Matthew 19.23-End 
Then Jesus said to his disciples, ‘Truly I tell you, it will be hard for a rich person to enter the kingdom of 
heaven. Again I tell you, it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for someone who 
is rich to enter the kingdom of God.’ When the disciples heard this, they were greatly astounded and 
said, ‘Then who can be saved?’ But Jesus looked at them and said, ‘For mortals it is impossible, but for 
God all things are possible.’ 
 
Then Peter said in reply, ‘Look, we have left everything and followed you. What then will we 
have?’ Jesus said to them, ‘Truly I tell you, at the renewal of all things, when the Son of Man is seated 
on the throne of his glory, you who have followed me will also sit on twelve thrones, judging the twelve 
tribes of Israel. And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or 
fields, for my name’s sake, will receive a hundredfold, and will inherit eternal life. But many who are first 
will be last, and the last will be first. 
  
Wed 19th August      Matthew 20.1-16 
The Labourers in the Vineyard 
‘For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went out early in the morning to hire labourers for 
his vineyard. After agreeing with the labourers for the usual daily wage, he sent them into his 
vineyard. When he went out about nine o’clock, he saw others standing idle in the market-place; and he 
said to them, “You also go into the vineyard, and I will pay you whatever is right.” So they went. When he 
went out again about noon and about three o’clock, he did the same. And about five o’clock he went out 
and found others standing around; and he said to them, “Why are you standing here idle all day?” They 
said to him, “Because no one has hired us.” He said to them, “You also go into the vineyard.” When 
evening came, the owner of the vineyard said to his manager, “Call the labourers and give them their 
pay, beginning with the last and then going to the first.” When those hired about five o’clock came, each 
of them received the usual daily wage. Now when the first came, they thought they would receive more; 
but each of them also received the usual daily wage. And when they received it, they grumbled against 
the landowner, saying, “These last worked only one hour, and you have made them equal to us who 
have borne the burden of the day and the scorching heat.” But he replied to one of them, “Friend, I am 
doing you no wrong; did you not agree with me for the usual daily wage? Take what belongs to you and 
go; I choose to give to this last the same as I give to you. Am I not allowed to do what I choose with what 
belongs to me? Or are you envious because I am generous?” So the last will be first, and the first will be 
last.’ 
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Thurs 20th August   Matthew 22.1-14  
The Parable of the Wedding Banquet 
Once more Jesus spoke to them in parables, saying: ‘The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a 
king who gave a wedding banquet for his son. He sent his slaves to call those who had been invited to 
the wedding banquet, but they would not come. Again he sent other slaves, saying, “Tell those who have 
been invited: Look, I have prepared my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves have been slaughtered, and 
everything is ready; come to the wedding banquet.” But they made light of it and went away, one to his 
farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his slaves, maltreated them, and killed them. The 
king was enraged. He sent his troops, destroyed those murderers, and burned their city. Then he said to 
his slaves, “The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore into the main streets, 
and invite everyone you find to the wedding banquet.” Those slaves went out into the streets and 
gathered all whom they found, both good and bad; so the wedding hall was filled with guests. 
‘But when the king came in to see the guests, he noticed a man there who was not wearing a wedding 
robe, and he said to him, “Friend, how did you get in here without a wedding robe?” And he was 
speechless. Then the king said to the attendants, “Bind him hand and foot, and throw him into the outer 
darkness, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.” For many are called, but few are chosen.’ 
 
 
Fri 21st August  Matthew 22.34-40 
The Greatest Commandment 
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered together, and one of 
them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him. ‘Teacher, which commandment in the law is the 
greatest?’ He said to him, ‘ “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, 
and with all your mind.” This is the greatest and first commandment. And a second is like it: “You shall 
love your neighbour as yourself.” On these two commandments hang all the law and the prophets.’ 
 
Sat 22nd August         Matthew 23.1-12 
Jesus Denounces Scribes and Pharisees 
Then Jesus said to the crowds and to his disciples, ‘The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses’ 
seat; therefore, do whatever they teach you and follow it; but do not do as they do, for they do not 
practise what they teach. They tie up heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on the shoulders of 
others; but they themselves are unwilling to lift a finger to move them. They do all their deeds to be seen 
by others; for they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long. They love to have the place of 
honour at banquets and the best seats in the synagogues, and to be greeted with respect in the market-
places, and to have people call them rabbi. But you are not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, 
and you are all students. And call no one your father on earth, for you have one Father—the one in 
heaven. Nor are you to be called instructors, for you have one instructor, the Messiah. The greatest 
among you will be your servant. All who exalt themselves will be humbled, and all who humble 
themselves will be exalted. 
 


