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Readings — Monday 27™ July to Saturday 1% August 2020

Mon 27% July
Matthew 13.31-35

The Parable of the Mustard Seed

He put before them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like a mustard seed that someone took and
sowed in his field; it is the smallest of all the seeds, but when it has grown it is the greatest of shrubs and
becomes a tree, so that the birds of the air come and make nests in its branches.’

The Parable of the Yeast
He told them another parable: ‘The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman took and mixed in with three
measures of flour until all of it was leavened.’

The Use of Parables
Jesus told the crowds all these things in parables; without a parable he told them nothing. This was to fulfil what
had been spoken through the prophet:
‘| will open my mouth to speak in parables;
| will proclaim what has been hidden from the foundation of the world.’

Tues 28™ July
Matthew 13.36-43

Jesus Explains the Parable of the Weeds

Then he left the crowds and went into the house. And his disciples approached him, saying, ‘Explain to us the
parable of the weeds of the field.” He answered, ‘The one who sows the good seed is the Son of Man; the field is
the world, and the good seed are the children of the kingdom; the weeds are the children of the evil one, and the
enemy who sowed them is the devil; the harvest is the end of the age, and the reapers are angels. Just as the
weeds are collected and burned up with fire, so will it be at the end of the age. The Son of Man will send his
angels, and they will collect out of his kingdom all causes of sin and all evildoers, and they will throw them into the
furnace of fire, where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth. Then the righteous will shine like the sun in the
kingdom of their Father. Let anyone with ears listen!

Wed 29t July
Matthew 13.44-46

Three Parables
‘The kingdom of heaven is like treasure hidden in a field, which someone found and hid; then in his joy he goes
and sells all that he has and buys that field.

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant in search of fine pearls; on finding one pearl of great value, he
went and sold all that he had and bought it.
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Thurs 30 July
Matthew 13.47-53

‘Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the sea and caught fish of every kind; when it was
full, they drew it ashore, sat down, and put the good into baskets but threw out the bad. So it will be at the end of
the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw them into the furnace of fire,
where there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.

Treasures New and Old

‘Have you understood all this?’ They answered, ‘Yes.” And he said to them, ‘Therefore every scribe who has been
trained for the kingdom of heaven is like the master of a household who brings out of his treasure what is new and
what is old.” When Jesus had finished these parables, he left that place.

Fri 315 July
Matthew 13.54-End

The Rejection of Jesus at Nazareth

He came to his home town and began to teach the people in their synagogue, so that they were astounded and
said, ‘Where did this man get this wisdom and these deeds of power? Is not this the carpenter’s son? Is not his
mother called Mary? And are not his brothers James and Joseph and Simon and Judas? And are not all his
sisters with us? Where then did this man get all this?’ And they took offence at him. But Jesus said to them,
‘Prophets are not without honour except in their own country and in their own house.” And he did not do many
deeds of power there, because of their unbelief.

Sat 15t August
Matthew 14.1-12

The Death of John the Baptist

At that time Herod the ruler heard reports about Jesus; and he said to his servants, ‘This is John the Baptist; he
has been raised from the dead, and for this reason these powers are at work in him.” For Herod had arrested
John, bound him, and put him in prison on account of Herodias, his brother Philip’s wife, because John had been
telling him, ‘It is not lawful for you to have her.” Though Herod wanted to put him to death, he feared the crowd,
because they regarded him as a prophet. But when Herod’s birthday came, the daughter of Herodias danced
before the company, and she pleased Herod so much that he promised on oath to grant her whatever she might
ask. Prompted by her mother, she said, ‘Give me the head of John the Baptist here on a platter.” The king was
grieved, yet out of regard for his oaths and for the guests, he commanded it to be given; he sent and had John
beheaded in the prison. The head was brought on a platter and given to the girl, who brought it to her mother. His
disciples came and took the body and buried it; then they went and told Jesus.
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