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Readings — Monday 20™ July to Saturday 25" July 2020
Mon 20 July
Matthew 12.38-42

The Sign of Jonah

Then some of the scribes and Pharisees said to him, ‘Teacher, we wish to see a sign from you.’ But he answered
them, ‘An evil and adulterous generation asks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it except the sign of the
prophet Jonah. For just as Jonah was for three days and three nights in the belly of the sea monster, so for three
days and three nights the Son of Man will be in the heart of the earth. The people of Nineveh will rise up at the
judgement with this generation and condemn it, because they repented at the proclamation of Jonah, and see,
something greater than Jonah is here! The queen of the South will rise up at the judgement with this generation
and condemn it, because she came from the ends of the earth to listen to the wisdom of Solomon, and see,
something greater than Solomon is here!

Tues 215 July
Matthew 12.46-End

The True Kindred of Jesus

While he was still speaking to the crowds, his mother and his brothers were standing outside, wanting to speak to
him. Someone told him, ‘Look, your mother and your brothers are standing outside, wanting to speak to you.” But

to the one who had told him this, Jesus replied, ‘Who is my mother, and who are my brothers?’ And pointing to his
disciples, he said, ‘Here are my mother and my brothers! For whoever does the will of my Father in heaven is my

brother and sister and mother.’

Wed 22" July
John 20.1-2, 11-18

The Resurrection of Jesus

Early on the first day of the week, while it was still dark, Mary Magdalene came to the tomb and saw that the stone
had been removed from the tomb. So she ran and went to Simon Peter and the other disciple, the one whom
Jesus loved, and said to them, ‘They have taken the Lord out of the tomb, and we do not know where they have
laid him.’

Jesus Appears to Mary Magdalene

But Mary stood weeping outside the tomb. As she wept, she bent over to look into the tomb; and she saw two
angels in white, sitting where the body of Jesus had been lying, one at the head and the other at the feet. They
said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping?’ She said to them, ‘They have taken away my Lord, and | do not
know where they have laid him.” When she had said this, she turned round and saw Jesus standing there, but she
did not know that it was Jesus. Jesus said to her, ‘Woman, why are you weeping? For whom are you looking?’
Supposing him to be the gardener, she said to him, ‘Sir, if you have carried him away, tell me where you have laid
him, and | will take him away.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Mary! She turned and said to him in Hebrew, ‘Rabbouni!’ (which
means Teacher). Jesus said to her, ‘Do not hold on to me, because | have not yet ascended to the Father. But go
to my brothers and say to them, “I am ascending to my Father and your Father, to my God and your God.” ’ Mary
Magdalene went and announced to the disciples, ‘| have seen the Lord’; and she told them that he had said these
things to her.
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Thurs 23" July
Matthew 13.10-17

The Purpose of the Parables
Then the disciples came and asked him, ‘Why do you speak to them in parables?’ He answered, ‘To you it has
been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven, but to them it has not been given. For to those who
have, more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but from those who have nothing, even what they
have will be taken away. The reason | speak to them in parables is that “seeing they do not perceive, and hearing
they do not listen, nor do they understand.” With them indeed is fulfilled the prophecy of Isaiah that says:
“You will indeed listen, but never understand,
and you will indeed look, but never perceive.
For this people’s heart has grown dull,
and their ears are hard of hearing,
and they have shut their eyes;
so that they might not look with their eyes,
and listen with their ears,
and understand with their heart and turn—
and | would heal them.”
But blessed are your eyes, for they see, and your ears, for they hear. Truly | tell you, many prophets and righteous
people longed to see what you see, but did not see it, and to hear what you hear, but did not hear it.

Fri 24t July
Matthew 13.18-23

The Parable of the Sower Explained

‘Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not understand it, the
evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was sown on the path. As for what was
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person
has no root, but endures only for a while, and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that
person immediately falls away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the
cares of the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown on good
soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and yields, in one case a
hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.’

Sat 25" July
Matthew 20.20-28

The Request of the Mother of James and John

Then the mother of the sons of Zebedee came to him with her sons, and kneeling before him, she asked a favour
of him. And he said to her, ‘What do you want?’ She said to him, ‘Declare that these two sons of mine will sit, one
at your right hand and one at your left, in your kingdom.’ But Jesus answered, ‘You do not know what you are
asking. Are you able to drink the cup that | am about to drink?’ They said to him, ‘We are able.” He said to them,
‘You will indeed drink my cup, but to sit at my right hand and at my left, this is not mine to grant, but it is for those
for whom it has been prepared by my Father.’

When the ten heard it, they were angry with the two brothers. But Jesus called them to him and said, “You know
that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones are tyrants over them. It will not be so among
you; but whoever wishes to be great among you must be your servant, and whoever wishes to be first among you
must be your slave; just as the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life a ransom for
many.
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