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Readings — Monday 13™ July to Saturday 18™ July 2020
Mon 13 July
Matthew 10.34-11.1

Not Peace, but a Sword

‘Do not think that | have come to bring peace to the earth; | have not come to bring peace, but a sword.

For | have come to set a man against his father,

and a daughter against her mother,

and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law;

and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household.

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or daughter more than
me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Those who
find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my sake will find it.

Rewards

‘Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes the one who sent me. Whoever
welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive a prophet’s reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous
person in the name of a righteous person will receive the reward of the righteous; and whoever gives even a cup
of cold water to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose their
reward.’

Now when Jesus had finished instructing his twelve disciples, he went on from there to teach and proclaim his
message in their cities.

Tues 14™" July
Matthew 11.20-24

Woes to Unrepentant Cities
Then he began to reproach the cities in which most of his deeds of power had been done, because they did not
repent. ‘Woe to you, Chorazin! Woe to you, Bethsaida! For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in
Tyre and Sidon, they would have repented long ago in sackcloth and ashes. But | tell you, on the day of
judgement it will be more tolerable for Tyre and Sidon than for you. And you, Capernaum,
will you be exalted to heaven?

No, you will be brought down to Hades.
For if the deeds of power done in you had been done in Sodom, it would have remained until this day. But | tell
you that on the day of judgement it will be more tolerable for the land of Sodom than for you.’

Wed 15% July
Matthew 11.25-27

Jesus Thanks His Father

At that time Jesus said, ‘| thank you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth, because you have hidden these things
from the wise and the intelligent and have revealed them to infants; yes, Father, for such was your gracious

will. All things have been handed over to me by my Father; and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no
one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
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Thurs 16 July
Matthew 11.28-End

‘Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and | will give you rest. Take my yoke upon
you, and learn from me; for | am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is
easy, and my burden is light.’

Fri 17% July
Matthew 12.1-8

Plucking Grain on the Sabbath

At that time Jesus went through the cornfields on the sabbath; his disciples were hungry, and they began to pluck
heads of grain and to eat. When the Pharisees saw it, they said to him, ‘Look, your disciples are doing what is not
lawful to do on the sabbath.’ He said to them, ‘Have you not read what David did when he and his companions
were hungry? He entered the house of God and ate the bread of the Presence, which it was not lawful for him or
his companions to eat, but only for the priests. Or have you not read in the law that on the sabbath the priests in
the temple break the sabbath and yet are guiltless? | tell you, something greater than the temple is here. But if you
had known what this means, “I desire mercy and not sacrifice”, you would not have condemned the guiltless. For
the Son of Man is lord of the sabbath.’

Sat 18" July
Matthew 12.14-21

But the Pharisees went out and conspired against him, how to destroy him.

God’s Chosen Servant
When Jesus became aware of this, he departed. Many crowds followed him, and he cured all of them, and he
ordered them not to make him known. This was to fulfil what had been spoken through the prophet Isaiah:
‘Here is my servant, whom | have chosen,
my beloved, with whom my soul is well pleased.
I will put my Spirit upon him,
and he will proclaim justice to the Gentiles.
He will not wrangle or cry aloud,
nor will anyone hear his voice in the streets.
He will not break a bruised reed
or quench a smouldering wick
until he brings justice to victory.
And in his name the Gentiles will hope.’
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