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Readings — Monday 20" April to Saturday 25™ April 2020

Mon 20™ April
John 3.1-8

Nicodemus Visits Jesus

Now there was a Pharisee named Nicodemus, a leader of the Jews. He came to Jesus by night and said to him,
‘Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher who has come from God; for no one can do these signs that you do apart
from the presence of God.” Jesus answered him, ‘Very truly, | tell you, no one can see the kingdom of God without
being born from above.” Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can anyone be born after having grown old? Can one enter
a second time into the mother’'s womb and be born?’ Jesus answered, ‘Very truly, | tell you, no one can enter the
kingdom of God without being born of water and Spirit. What is born of the flesh is flesh, and what is born of the
Spirit is spirit. Do not be astonished that | said to you, “You must be born from above.” The wind blows where it
chooses, and you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.’

Tues 21% April
John 3.7-15

Do not be astonished that | said to you, “You must be born from above.” The wind blows where it chooses, and
you hear the sound of it, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with everyone who is
born of the Spirit.” Nicodemus said to him, ‘How can these things be?’ Jesus answered him, ‘Are you a teacher of
Israel, and yet you do not understand these things?

‘Very truly, | tell you, we speak of what we know and testify to what we have seen; yet you do not receive our
testimony. If | have told you about earthly things and you do not believe, how can you believe if | tell you about
heavenly things? No one has ascended into heaven except the one who descended from heaven, the Son of
Man. And just as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, that whoever
believes in him may have eternal life.

Wed 22" April
John 3.16-21

‘For God so loved the world that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who believes in him may not perish but
may have eternal life.

‘Indeed, God did not send the Son into the world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved
through him. Those who believe in him are not condemned; but those who do not believe are condemned already,
because they have not believed in the name of the only Son of God. And this is the judgement, that the light has
come into the world, and people loved darkness rather than light because their deeds were evil. For all who do
evil hate the light and do not come to the light, so that their deeds may not be exposed. But those who do what is
true come to the light, so that it may be clearly seen that their deeds have been done in God.’



Thurs 23" April
John 15.18-21

The World’s Hatred

‘If the world hates you, be aware that it hated me before it hated you. If you belonged to the world, the world would
love you as its own. Because you do not belong to the world, but | have chosen you out of the world—therefore
the world hates you. Remember the word that | said to you, “Servants are not greater than their master.” If they
persecuted me, they will persecute you; if they kept my word, they will keep yours also. But they will do all these
things to you on account of my name, because they do not know him who sent me.

Fri 24" April
John 6.1-15

Feeding the Five Thousand

After this Jesus went to the other side of the Sea of Galilee, also called the Sea of Tiberias. A large crowd kept
following him, because they saw the signs that he was doing for the sick. Jesus went up the mountain and sat
down there with his disciples. Now the Passover, the festival of the Jews, was near. When he looked up and saw
a large crowd coming towards him, Jesus said to Philip, ‘Where are we to buy bread for these people to eat?’ He
said this to test him, for he himself knew what he was going to do. Philip answered him, ‘Six months’ wages would
not buy enough bread for each of them to get a little.” One of his disciples, Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, said to
him, ‘There is a boy here who has five barley loaves and two fish. But what are they among so many people?’
Jesus said, ‘Make the people sit down.” Now there was a great deal of grass in the place; so they sat down, about
five thousand in all. Then Jesus took the loaves, and when he had given thanks, he distributed them to those who
were seated; so also the fish, as much as they wanted. When they were satisfied, he told his disciples, ‘Gather up
the fragments left over, so that nothing may be lost.” So they gathered them up, and from the fragments of the five
barley loaves, left by those who had eaten, they filled twelve baskets. When the people saw the sign that he had
done, they began to say, ‘This is indeed the prophet who is to come into the world.’

When Jesus realized that they were about to come and take him by force to make him king, he withdrew again to
the mountain by himself.

Sat 25 April
Mark 13.5-13

Then Jesus began to say to them, ‘Beware that no one leads you astray. Many will come in my name and say, ‘I
am he!” and they will lead many astray. When you hear of wars and rumours of wars, do not be alarmed; this must
take place, but the end is still to come. For nation will rise against nation, and kingdom against kingdom; there will
be earthquakes in various places; there will be famines. This is but the beginning of the birth pangs.

For further information please see the Beacon Mission Community website www.missioncommunity.org.uk and ‘The Beacon’ magazine which is
available to view and download from the mission community website.

To sponsor the floodlighting of the Church Tower in Denbury contact Rachel Belringer on 01803 812529. Mobile: 07751804007
To sponsor the floodlighting of the Church Tower in Ipplepen contact the Church Office on office@beaconparishes.co.uk



