February- March 2020

@®Beacon

The journey through February and March

February 2 - Candlemas

February 28 ¢ Ash Wednesdaly

Ny Thank God §
g for Mums!

March 229 ¢ Mothering Sunday




From the Rectory
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Father, hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
Give us each day our daily bread.
And forgive us our sins,
for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us.
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Luke Chl11v4

Many people walk or ride up and down Paternoster Lane and it got me thinking about what pe
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familiar and be part of them, they will be able to recite it by heart, it is a gift and resobaténais
become part of themEven when mind and bodwil it will be there for themFor others not familiar
with Christianity or the church the Our Father will ingfamiliar and indeed strang@his unfamiliarity
Is also a gift and a resource. This is how the disciples in the gospel would have heard this\eithye
a freshness and imediacy and the questions that come from hearing it for the first time.
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between those familiar and those unfamiliar are vital if we are to receive theagiftsesources
contained in the Our Father (or for that matterany « SNJ 2 ¥ D2 RQ dherg 8 § gviv@ d:
and receiving, a collaboration, a conversation where room is made for both faoskar and those
unfamiliar.Where both are given a plasee experience more fully the gifts and resources on offer
and not just part of them.

There are often conversations between people as they walk or ride up and down Paternoster
and this is what | feel invited to tlay as | pray the Our Fathea conersation which has room for
both familiar and unfamiliar voices.

We are just about to begin Lent, a time when we prepare to celebrate the great season of Ea
We do this by attending to our relationship with God, each other and Creation. In the pades th
follow there is food for thught as we make this journeln these pages we share what we have be¢
doing and sharing, the plans for the next few months and various articles to stimulate our thinkir

In addition to this edition of the Beacon at thedening of Lent this year we will be producing a
booklet of prayer resources to help us in this season so do look out for this.

Peace and good wishes
Andrew



Sunday Services Pattern Update

You may remember when we began making steps towards a more sustainable Sunday
Service pattern | used the analogy of driving forward on our beautiful country lanes. | said
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analogy for us in our context is the inevitable need to give way aretsevn the lanes as we
travel between our villages. As we make our way forward we are often required to give we
another so they can make their way forward on their journey. In this giving way we might
cause to stop in a gateway and get a glimpsa view we would have missed. The give and
take we will experience as we make this journey of change in our Sunday Services rota w
sometimes feel like going backwards and giving way but my prayer is that when this happ
God will sustain us with glipses of views that we would not have had and which will make -
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There have been requests to see if it is possible to have provision of three communions
rather than two each month in Denbury and Ipplepen. Starting DBid@®UIQ a & SNIJA O
minutes earlier (at 9am) ensures there is enough time for the clergy to stay after the servit
and spend time with the congregation in church cottage, so this is lealigd. There have
also been requests for one 11am service a thon Broadhempston, so this is also being
trialled. Several people have said they particularly enjoy when we have joint services so w
need to work out what the right provision for this is.

Aware that the feedback so far has been by people comingdiad to me, it is important to
have a more systematic and formal way for views to be aired. To this end a questionnaire
being designed that those who wish can use. PCCs will also need to consider these chan
their forthcoming meetings. As we are mng into Lent, a time of reflection, it makes sense
that this process takes place during Lent. Further information about the questionnaire will
published through the weekly notice sheet.

Andrew Down

Straplines

TL 1y296 AlQa caumtssbuil ferdnavié & secre wigh that my friends
wouldthink a bit bigger

1 The pessimist complains about the wind; the optimist expects it to change; the
realist adjusts the sails

1 When a cruel word has been said, it may be regretted, but it canrievensaid



How do we understand what it means to be in the
Beacon Clan?

Unity in diversity:

As | write this we are just beginning the wesdkprayer for Christian Unityi.he challenge of
this week is how do we in our time and place celebrate our unity in Christ as a universal cl
giving and receiving from each other whilst honouring our particular and distinctive identiti
Our prayer this week is focused on denontioas, however this is something we also live in
our Beacon Parishes.

We are an extended family:

For me over the last year, thinking of the Beacon Parishes Mission Community as an
extended family made up of 4 individual nuclear families has Ibegpful. We are family
(brothers and sisters in Christ sharing one baptism), with shared history, identity and famil
resemblances and yet we also have important differences in our identities, callings and gif
We need opportunities to develop our particularloays, identities and gifts as the nuclear
families of Ipplepen, Denbury, Broadhempston and Woodland and also opportunities to st
as a wider extended family, receiving and giving our gifts in the context of the wider Beacc
Clan. Like all extended fame we need some time together as a larger family as well as tim
spent with our immediate nuclear family groups.

1 Corinthians Ch12:

The above scripture is helpful in thinking and reflecting on these issues. It speaks of
individual gifts and callings and what it means to value lasmaburthese whilst being called to
be part of a larger body, offering and receiving gifts from one anotherhave a read, listen
and pray.

What about your image or picture?

Extended family (or indeed step family??) is an image that | find helpful but what image
picture comes to mind when you think of the Beacon Parishes? Reflect on the image you
You could askhow is God speaking in the image? What is broken in the image? What are
opportunities and possibilities in the image? Where does your image take you in the Chris
tradition - e.g. a particular bible passage.

AndrewDown



It is in these quiet months at the beginning
of the year that | relish the quiet days
typically cold, grey but importantly not rainy.
It seems as though it has been raining almost
non-stop since about August and we could
really do with some of those dygtill winter
days now. On days like these | like to walk
and reflect, to get my thoughts in order for
the busier months ahead.

Sometimes on days like these you can
walk, maybe on a weekday afternoon, and
barely see another soul around. It can almost
feel like you are the last person on earth, with
only the birds and the odd sheep or cow for
company. This is something I think eity
dwellers miss out on.

So on my walks and thoughts this year |
have been thinking about kindnegdiow one
kind action can éget another. Even a tiny
thing like holding a door open for someone,
or letting a pedestrian cross the road while
driving, adds a little to the sum of human
kindness. That person you let cross the road
might remember that kind act and go on to
do somebodyelse a favour, a human chain of
kindness and consideration if you like, that
might spread about the world.

| have also been thinking about the climate
change emergency that our world is facing.
Looking at the horrific scenes from Australia it
appears that ouworld is increasingly on fire
and the time for us to start cooling it down is
now. | gauge the winter here in a very
unscientific way by thehortometer¢ how
uncomfortable it is to wear shorts on a cold
day. And this winter there has barely been a

5

single day when long trousers have been
necessary!

It seems on the face of it that climate
change really is a huge problem that no one
person can address. It is true that our
governments hold a massive responsibility to
take the lead in tackling climatéhangec one
that in most cases they are not fulfilling in any
way. However, if we were all to take
responsibility a little more for our individual
actions this could make a big change.

With that in mind my theme for this year is
quiet living. This invobs no flying (I shall visit
my beloved Europe by ferry or train), as far as
possible no driving, just living locally,
appreciating all the good that there is around
here, if possible buying locally sold and
produced food as well (even better, growing
yourown). It also involves a drastic slow
down in participation in our consumerist
society: not buying new if there is a secend
hand option available, just generally reducing
consumption and reusing wherevpossible,
as well as recyclin@lthough | alwayshink
thisistheS I &G AYLRZ2NII )i 2

So maybe, like spreading little acts of
kindness, quiet, slow, environmentally aware
living is something that could also spread
around the world as well.

Georg Brendon

Strapline

1 How not to build a relationship with
your daughter: When asked by his
teenage daughter what he thought
about her latest pop record, he said it
reminded him of the time he saw a
crash between a truckload of milk cans
and a van filled with ducks.
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A huge amount of talent, time
and hard work went into the
fFryadSNya 2y RAA
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Thank you to all those who
organised and helped make the
evening a spectacular success in
particular those from the history
society, carnival club and chureh
real team effort.

Andrew was called with his
brother Simon and James and John
to leave their lives as fishermen and follow
Jesus to become fishers of people. The
saints of the churchra people whose light
shines so bright that the church continues to
look at them and be inspired and our church
in Ipplepen is dedicated to St. Andrew. As
well as the lanterns shining brightly in our
parade there were many little and not so little
modern day Saints shining bright showing in
their lanterns on display their gifts, creativity,
dedication and commitment.

The particular light of St. Andrew that the
church continues to be drawn to and inspired
by is the gift of encouragement and spotting
the patential in people. It was Andrew who at
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the feeding of the five thousand spotted a
little boy with a small picnic and encouraged
him to share the little he had. In doing this all
were fed and there was more than enough.
The many and varied designs of lanterns on
display will have all started life as the spark of
a small idea. With the encouragement and
help of family and friends #se small
beginnings became wonderful lanterns
ONAY3IAYy3I ftAIKG YR 2;
evening. Thank you to everyone who made a
lantern and also to all those who encouraged
and helped on the way.

Andrew



{ G® ! vy RNBasbheéen ih thelnldm &f our village for over 700 years and whilst n
people are not churchgoers, the Church has still played a key role in family lives i.e. we(
funerals and baptisms plus popular services at Easter and Christmas.

Like everyone, 8t ! YRNB G Qa Aa y20 AYYdzyyS G2 AyO
not to mention the costs of maintaining an historic building and its churchyard. It is beco
increasingly clear that we cannot continue to support the church from our coltecaad
donations from the congregation alone. If we are to keep the Church at the heart of our
village for another 700 years we need to find a new source of inaphance the reason for
this appeal for help from the wider communit§t present we have a&eklydeficit of
approximately £285 which would be £14,8@0nually.

We appreciate that everyone has so many demands on them and costs are rising for
us, but anything you can do to help would make such a difference. Some of the options
might like to consider are:

1 Giving a small monthly amount by direct debit through the Parish Giving Schem
Manm: 2F GKS R2y Il G0A2y 332Sa (2 {do !y
government adds extra at no costs to the donor. For details please contact Rog
Chamberlain (01803 368964).

1 A oneoff donation may be your preferred option, and again, if you choose to sig
Gift Aid form we can benefit from additional income from the tax man. No matte
how small, every penny is much appreciated.

1 You might like to tiend one of our social events, or services, and support us that
way. Details can be found on the Parish website (www.missioncommunity.org.L
contact the Church Office on 01803 814178

Thank you for taking the time to read this appeal and we sincéabg you can help in
some small way. If you have any questions or would like to find out more about life in thg
church please do not hesitate to contact us.

{Gd ! yYRNBESHQA t I N




News from
Broadhempstor

St. Peter and St. Paul

During November and December,

Broadhempston church was able to showcase the

many talents to be found amongst our villagers.

It started in November with the latest gig put
on by Devon Sent. As we have come to expect,
this gigby Jarrod Dickenson from Waco, Texas,
was of an extremely high standard of
entertainment from experienced performers.
This time, however, we had the added joy of Lily

f i Mackay, a fifteen

i year old from

Totnes. Lily is an
emerging local
talent who wowed
the audience with
her songs, delivered
both in French and
English, showcasing her beautiful voice with
maturity beyond her years.

Then we were into December with the
Christmas tree erected and ready to be dressed
by the pupils of
Broadhempston
School. They came |
after school and, after .
an energising snack of g
hot chocolate and ]
mince pies, were let
loose with a couple of ¥
large boxes of
decorations and tinsel!”
The finished tree ko
certainly produced the wow factor|

With the tree in place, we were now able to
enjoy a spcial performance by BroadHarmony.
This choir organised by Alex Paton and so
professionally led by Bob Humphrys has gone
from strength to strength since its inception 3

years ago. We were treated to a fantastic medley

of Christmas songs and readings (tduatwith a

little audience participation now and again). The
audience really
appreciated
this event and
showed their
appreciation by
generausly
donating a
total of £396in
a retiring collection, for the Church Renovation
Fund.

The following week was th€arol Service, very

: much featuring the

school choir and
also for the first
time, two young
guitarists. We
know Andrew
appreciated their
performance.

Two days before Christmas, a joint effort
between the Fete Committee and the PCC
produced our annual Cain the Square with
the Totnes Brass Band. The weather was kind an
with many villagers and visitors participating, and
with a little mulled wine, we were all soon in the
festive mood!

And so, finally, it was Christmas Day. As usual
the church was packei capacity as we
celebrated the birth of Jesus Christ, as relevant
today as it was 2000 years ago. Andrew, despite
being very unwell, was able to join us briefly and
S Ittt Sye228SR KAa NBY
AKALIAQ® | Aff I NRAS dhérest |
of the service, which focussed on including the
many children who were there with their
families.

After very generous collections at the Carol
Service and the Christmas Day Service, we were
able to send a substantial donation to the Bristol
ChiRNBYy Qa | 2aLIAdGlt o

Looking forward to the year ahead, there have
been requests to include a morning service in our
schedule. Andrew has now introduced an 11am
Communion Service on thé"&unday of the
month, on an experimental basis, hoping that
attendancewill justify this as a permanent
fixture.

Jane Parker






