
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

  

The journey through February and March 

February - March 2020 

Mission Community of Ipplepen with Torbryan, Denbury, Broadhempston and Woodland 

February 2nd - Candlemas 

February 26th ς Ash Wednesday 

February 25th ς Shrove Tuesday 

March 22nd ς Mothering Sunday 
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 From the Rectory 

 
The Rectory in Ipplepen is on PateǊƴƻǎǘŜǊ [ŀƴŜΦ ΨPater NosterΩ is Latin for  

hǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊΦ Lƴ [ǳƪŜΩǎ DƻǎǇŜƭ ǿŜ hear of Jesus teaching his disciples about 
ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƎƛǾƛƴƎ ǘƘŜƳ ǘƘŜ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǿŜ ƪƴƻǿ ŀǎ ǘƘŜ hǳǊ CŀǘƘŜǊ ƻǊ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊΦ  

 

 

IŜ ǿŀǎ ǇǊŀȅƛƴƎ ƛƴ ŀ ŎŜǊǘŀƛƴ ǇƭŀŎŜΣ ŀƴŘ ŀŦǘŜǊ ƘŜ ƘŀŘ ŦƛƴƛǎƘŜŘΣ ƻƴŜ ƻŦ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎ ǎŀƛŘ ǘƻ ƘƛƳΣ ά[ƻǊŘΣ 
teach us to pray, as John tauƎƘǘ Ƙƛǎ ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΦέ  He said to them, ά²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ǇǊŀȅΣ ǎŀȅΥ 

 

  Father, hallowed be your name. 

      Your kingdom come. 

      Give us each day our daily bread. 

      And forgive us our sins, 

          for we ourselves forgive everyone indebted to us. 

      !ƴŘ Řƻ ƴƻǘ ōǊƛƴƎ ǳǎ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ǘƛƳŜ ƻŦ ǘǊƛŀƭΦέ 

Luke Ch11v1-4 

 

Many people walk or ride up and down Paternoster Lane and it got me thinking about what people 
ǘƻŘŀȅ ƳŀƪŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊΦ CƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ōǊƻǳƎƘǘ ǳǇ ƛƴ ƻǊ ŀǊƻǳƴŘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ǘƘƛǎ ǇǊŀȅŜǊ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
familiar and be part of them, they will be able to recite it by heart, it is a gift and resource that has 
become part of them. Even when mind and body fail it will be there for them. For others not familiar 
with Christianity or the church the Our Father will be unfamiliar and indeed strange. This unfamiliarity 
is also a gift and a resource. This is how the disciples in the gospel would have heard this prayer - with 
a freshness and immediacy and the questions that come from hearing it for the first time.  

¢ƘŜ ƛƴǾƛǘŀǘƛƻƴ L ƘŜŀǊ ŀǎ L ǊŜŦƭŜŎǘ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ [ƻǊŘΩǎ tǊŀȅŜǊ ŀƴŘ tŀǘŜǊƴƻǎǘŜǊ [ŀƴŜ ƛǎ ǘƘŀǘ ŎƻƴǾŜǊǎŀǘƛƻƴǎ 
between those familiar and those unfamiliar are vital if we are to receive the gifts and resources 
contained in the Our Father (or for that matter any oǘƘŜǊ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƎŜƴŜǊƻǳǎ ƎƛŦǘǎύΦ There is a giving 
and receiving, a collaboration, a conversation where room is made for both those familiar and those 
unfamiliar. Where both are given a place we experience more fully the gifts and resources on offer 
and not just part of them.  

There are often conversations between people as they walk or ride up and down Paternoster Lane 
and this is what I feel invited to today as I pray the Our Father - a conversation which has room for 
both familiar and unfamiliar voices. 

We are just about to begin Lent, a time when we prepare to celebrate the great season of Easter. 
We do this by attending to our relationship with God, each other and Creation. In the pages that 
follow there is food for thought as we make this journey. In these pages we share what we have been 
doing and sharing, the plans for the next few months and various articles to stimulate our thinking.  

In addition to this edition of the Beacon at the beginning of Lent this year we will be producing a 
booklet of prayer resources to help us in this season so do look out for this.  

 

Peace and good wishes  

Andrew 
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 Sunday Services Pattern Update 

You may remember when we began making steps towards a more sustainable Sunday 
Service pattern I used the analogy of driving forward on our beautiful country lanes. I said: 

Ψ/ƘŀƴƎŜ ƛǎ ŀƭǿŀȅǎ ƘŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ǿŜ ƻŦǘŜƴ ǎŜŜƳ ǘƻ ǘŀƪŜ ǘǿƻ ǎǘŜǇǎ ŦƻǊǿŀǊŘ ŀƴŘ ƻƴŜ ōŀŎƪΦ ! ōŜǘǘŜǊ 
analogy for us in our context is the inevitable need to give way and reverse in the lanes as we 
travel between our villages. As we make our way forward we are often required to give way to 
another so they can make their way forward on their journey. In this giving way we might have 
cause to stop in a gateway and get a glimpse of a view we would have missed. The give and 
take we will experience as we make this journey of change in our Sunday Services rota will 
sometimes feel like going backwards and giving way but my prayer is that when this happens 
God will sustain us with glimpses of views that we would not have had and which will make the 
ƧƻǳǊƴŜȅ ǊƛŎƘŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƳƻǊŜ ǎǳǎǘŀƛƴƛƴƎΦΩ 

There have been requests to see if it is possible to have provision of three communions 
rather than two each month in Denbury and Ipplepen. Starting DenbuǊȅΩǎ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜǎ ŦƛŦǘŜŜƴ 
minutes earlier (at 9am) ensures there is enough time for the clergy to stay after the service 
and spend time with the congregation in church cottage, so this is being trialled. There have 
also been requests for one 11am service a month in Broadhempston, so this is also being 
trialled. Several people have said they particularly enjoy when we have joint services so we will 
need to work out what the right provision for this is. 

Aware that the feedback so far has been by people coming forward to me, it is important to 
have a more systematic and formal way for views to be aired. To this end a questionnaire is 
being designed that those who wish can use. PCCs will also need to consider these changes in 
their forthcoming meetings. As we are moving into Lent, a time of reflection, it makes sense 
that this process takes place during Lent. Further information about the questionnaire will be 
published through the weekly notice sheet.  

Andrew Down 

 

Straplines  

¶ L ƪƴƻǿ ƛǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ ǘƘƻǳƎƘǘ ǘƘŀǘ counts, but I often have a secret wish that my friends 
would think a bit bigger 

 

¶ The pessimist complains about the wind; the optimist expects it to change; the 
realist adjusts the sails 

 

¶ When a cruel word has been said, it may be regretted, but it can never be un-said 
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 How do we understand what it means to be in the 
Beacon Clan? 

 
Unity in diversity:  

As I write this we are just beginning the week of prayer for Christian Unity. The challenge of 
this week is how do we in our time and place celebrate our unity in Christ as a universal church, 
giving and receiving from each other whilst honouring our particular and distinctive identities.  
Our prayer this week is focused on denominations, however this is something we also live in 
our Beacon Parishes.  

 

We are an extended family:  
For me over the last year, thinking of the Beacon Parishes Mission Community as an 

extended family made up of 4 individual nuclear families has been helpful. We are family 
(brothers and sisters in Christ sharing one baptism), with shared history, identity and family 
resemblances and yet we also have important differences in our identities, callings and gifts. 
We need opportunities to develop our particular callings, identities and gifts as the nuclear 
families of Ipplepen, Denbury, Broadhempston and Woodland and also opportunities to share 
as a wider extended family, receiving and giving our gifts in the context of the wider Beacon 
Clan. Like all extended families we need some time together as a larger family as well as time 
spent with our immediate nuclear family groups.   

 

1 Corinthians Ch12:  
The above scripture is helpful in thinking and reflecting on these issues. It speaks of 

individual gifts and callings and what it means to value and honour these whilst being called to 
be part of a larger body, offering and receiving gifts from one another. Do have a read, listen 
and pray.  

 

What about your image or picture?  
Extended family (or indeed step family??) is an image that I find helpful but what image or 

picture comes to mind when you think of the Beacon Parishes?  Reflect on the image you have. 
You could ask - how is God speaking in the image? What is broken in the image? What are the 
opportunities and possibilities in the image? Where does your image take you in the Christian 
tradition - e.g. a particular bible passage.  
 

Andrew Down 
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It is in these quiet months at the beginning 
of the year that I relish the quiet days ς 
typically cold, grey but importantly not rainy.  
It seems as though it has been raining almost 
non-stop since about August and we could 
really do with some of those dry, still winter 
days now. On days like these I like to walk 
and reflect, to get my thoughts in order for 
the busier months ahead.   

Sometimes on days like these you can 
walk, maybe on a weekday afternoon, and 
barely see another soul around. It can almost 
feel like you are the last person on earth, with 
only the birds and the odd sheep or cow for 
company. This is something I think city-
dwellers miss out on.   

So on my walks and thoughts this year I 
have been thinking about kindness ς how one 
kind action can beget another. Even a tiny 
thing like holding a door open for someone, 
or letting a pedestrian cross the road while 
driving, adds a little to the sum of human 
kindness. That person you let cross the road 
might remember that kind act and go on to 
do somebody else a favour, a human chain of 
kindness and consideration if you like, that 
might spread about the world.   

I have also been thinking about the climate 
change emergency that our world is facing.  
Looking at the horrific scenes from Australia it 
appears that our world is increasingly on fire 
and the time for us to start cooling it down is 
now. I gauge the winter here in a very 
unscientific way by the short-ometer ς how 
uncomfortable it is to wear shorts on a cold 
day. And this winter there has barely been a  

 

 

single day when long trousers have been 
necessary!   

 It seems on the face of it that climate 
change really is a huge problem that no one 
person can address. It is true that our 
governments hold a massive responsibility to 
take the lead in tackling climate change ς one 
that in most cases they are not fulfilling in any 
way. However, if we were all to take 
responsibility a little more for our individual 
actions this could make a big change.  

With that in mind my theme for this year is 
quiet living. This involves no flying (I shall visit 
my beloved Europe by ferry or train), as far as 
possible no driving, just living locally, 
appreciating all the good that there is around 
here, if possible buying locally sold and 
produced food as well (even better, growing 
your own). It also involves a drastic slow  
down in participation in our consumerist 
society: not buying new if there is a second-
hand option available, just generally reducing 
consumption and reusing wherever possible, 
as well as recycling (although I always think 
this is the lŜŀǎǘ ƛƳǇƻǊǘŀƴǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǘƘǊŜŜ wΩǎ).   

So maybe, like spreading little acts of 
kindness, quiet, slow, environmentally aware 
living is something that could also spread 
around the world as well. 

George Brendon 

  

Strapline 

¶ How not to build a relationship with 
your daughter: When asked by his 
teenage daughter what he thought 
about her latest pop record, he said it 
reminded him of the time he saw a 
crash between a truckload of milk cans 
and a van filled with ducks. 

 
 

A view from  

Torbryan 
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A huge amount of talent, time 
and hard work went into the 
ƭŀƴǘŜǊƴǎ ƻƴ ŘƛǎǇƭŀȅ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ȅŜŀǊΩǎ {ǘΦ 
!ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ 5ŀȅ [ŀƴǘŜǊƴ ǇŀǊŀŘŜΦ  

Thank you to all those who 
organised and helped make the 
evening a spectacular success in 
particular those from the history 
society, carnival club and church - a 
real team effort.  

Andrew was called with his 
brother Simon and James and John 
to leave their lives as fishermen and follow 
Jesus - to become fishers of people. The 
saints of the church are people whose light 
shines so bright that the church continues to 
look at them and be inspired and our church 
in Ipplepen is dedicated to St. Andrew. As 
well as the lanterns shining brightly in our 
parade there were many little and not so little 
modern day Saints shining bright showing in 
their lanterns on display their gifts, creativity, 
dedication and commitment.   

The particular light of St. Andrew that the 
church continues to be drawn to and inspired 
by is the gift of encouragement and spotting 
the potential in people. It was Andrew who at  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

the feeding of the five thousand spotted a 
little boy with a small picnic and encouraged 
him to share the little he had. In doing this all 
were fed and there was more than enough.  
The many and varied designs of lanterns on 
display will have all started life as the spark of 
a small idea. With the encouragement and 
help of family and friends these small 
beginnings became wonderful lanterns 
ōǊƛƴƎƛƴƎ ƭƛƎƘǘ ŀƴŘ Ƨƻȅ ƻƴ ŀ ŘŀǊƪ ǿƛƴǘŜǊΩǎ 
evening. Thank you to everyone who made a 
lantern and also to all those who encouraged 
and helped on the way.   

Andrew 

 

{ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ Day Lantern Parade 
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{ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ has been in the heart of our village for over 700 years and whilst many 
people are not churchgoers, the Church has still played a key role in family lives i.e. weddings, 
funerals and baptisms plus popular services at Easter and Christmas. 

Like everyone, StΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ ƛǎ ƴƻǘ ƛƳƳǳƴŜ ǘƻ ƛƴŎǊŜŀǎŜŘ Ŏƻǎǘǎ ƛΦŜΦ ƎŀǎΣ ŜƭŜŎǘǊƛŎƛǘȅΣ ƛƴǎǳǊŀƴŎŜ 
not to mention the costs of maintaining an historic building and its churchyard. It is becoming 
increasingly clear that we cannot continue to support the church from our collections and 
donations from the congregation alone. If we are to keep the Church at the heart of our 
village for another 700 years we need to find a new source of income ς hence the reason for 
this appeal for help from the wider community. At present we have a weekly deficit of 
approximately £285 which would be £14,820 annually. 

We appreciate that everyone has so many demands on them and costs are rising for all of 
us, but anything you can do to help would make such a difference.  Some of the options you 
might like to consider are: 

¶ Giving a small monthly amount by direct debit through the Parish Giving Scheme. 
млл҈ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řƻƴŀǘƛƻƴ ƎƻŜǎ ǘƻ {ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ ŀƴŘ ōȅ ǎƛƎƴƛƴƎ ǳǇ ǘƻ DƛŦǘ !ƛŘ ǘƘŜ 
government adds extra at no costs to the donor. For details please contact Roger 
Chamberlain (01803 368964). 

¶ A one-off donation may be your preferred option, and again, if you choose to sign a 
Gift Aid form we can benefit from additional income from the tax man. No matter 
how small, every penny is much appreciated. 

¶ You might like to attend one of our social events, or services, and support us that 
way.  Details can be found on the Parish website (www.missioncommunity.org.uk) or 
contact the Church Office on 01803 814178. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this appeal and we sincerely hope you can help in 
some small way. If you have any questions or would like to find out more about life in the 
church please do not hesitate to contact us. 

{ǘΦ !ƴŘǊŜǿΩǎ tŀǊƻŎƘƛŀƭ /ƘǳǊŎƘ /ƻǳƴŎƛƭ 
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During November and December, 
Broadhempston church was able to showcase the 
many talents to be found amongst our villagers. 

It started in November with the latest gig put 
on by Devon Sent. As we have come to expect, 
this gig by Jarrod Dickenson from Waco, Texas, 
was of an extremely high standard of 
entertainment from experienced performers. 
This time, however, we had the added joy of Lily 

Mackay, a fifteen 
year old from 
Totnes. Lily is an 
emerging local 
talent who wowed 
the audience with 
her songs, delivered 
both in French and 

English, showcasing her beautiful voice with 
maturity beyond her years. 

Then we were into December with the 
Christmas tree erected and ready to be dressed 
by the pupils of 
Broadhempston 
School. They came 
after school and, after 
an energising snack of 
hot chocolate and 
mince pies, were let 
loose with a couple of 
large boxes of 
decorations and tinsel! 
The finished tree 
certainly produced the wow factor! 

With the tree in place, we were now able to 
enjoy a special performance by BroadHarmony. 
This choir organised by Alex Paton and so 
professionally led by Bob Humphrys has gone 
from strength to strength since its inception 3 
years ago. We were treated to a fantastic medley 
of Christmas songs and readings (together with a 

little audience participation now and again). The 
audience really 
appreciated 
this event and 
showed their 
appreciation by 
generously 
donating a 
total of £396 in 
a retiring collection, for the Church Renovation 
Fund.  

The following week was the Carol Service, very 
much featuring the 
school choir and 
also for the first 
time, two young 
guitarists. We 
know Andrew 
appreciated their 
performance.  

Two days before Christmas, a joint effort 
between the Fete Committee and the PCC 
produced our annual Carols in the Square with 
the Totnes Brass Band. The weather was kind and 
with many villagers and visitors participating, and 
with a little mulled wine, we were all soon in the 
festive mood! 

And so, finally, it was Christmas Day. As usual 
the church was packed to capacity as we 
celebrated the birth of Jesus Christ, as relevant 
today as it was 2000 years ago.  Andrew, despite 
being very unwell, was able to join us briefly and 
ǿŜ ŀƭƭ ŜƴƧƻȅŜŘ Ƙƛǎ ǊŜƴŘŜǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ΨL ǎŀǿ ǘƘǊŜŜ 
ǎƘƛǇǎΩΦ IƛƭƭŀǊƛŜ Ǝŀƭƭŀƴǘƭȅ ǘƻƻƪ ƻǾŜǊ ŀƴŘ ƭŜd the rest 
of the service, which focussed on including the 
many children who were there with their 
families. 

After very generous collections at the Carol 
Service and the Christmas Day Service, we were 
able to send a substantial donation to the Bristol 
ChilŘǊŜƴΩǎ IƻǎǇƛǘŀƭΦ 

Looking forward to the year ahead, there have 
been requests to include a morning service in our 
schedule. Andrew has now introduced an 11am 
Communion Service on the 4th Sunday of the 
month, on an experimental basis, hoping that 
attendance will justify this as a permanent 
fixture. 

Jane Parker                                                                                                                                 

News from 

Broadhempston 
 

 
St. Peter and St. Paul 
                       



 9 

  


