
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

  

April - May 2019 

Mission Community of Ipplepen with Torbryan, Denbury, Broadhempston and Woodland 

April 14th ς Palm Sunday 

April 18th ς Maundy Thursday 
  The Last Supper 

April 19th ς Good Friday 
  The Crucifixion 

April 21st ς Easter Day 
  The Resurrection 

May 30th ς Ascension 
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I wonder if like me you find yourself 
needing to learn the same lessons again and 
again and dare I say again! Humans are slow 
beings and in an ever busy and instant world 
we do well to remember this.  We take time 
to comprehend, take things in, to learn, to 
grow and to change. As we grow we often 
come full circle and start again. Our growth is 
like a spiral going ever deeper as the years 
pass and we learn how to live life freely and 
in all its fullness.   

In the Church 
year we do the 
same. Each year 
there is a circle 
of themes and 
celebrations:  we 
start in winter 
celebrating 
Christmas and 
DƻŘΩǎ ƭƛƎƘǘ 
coming into the 
world in Jesus. In spring we celebrate Easter, 
ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŦŜǎǘƛǾŀƭ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ 
that took Jesus to the cross and beyond.  
During the summer we have a season of 
growing and refreshment and finally in 
autumn the Church year ends, thinking about 
ŎǊŜŀǘƛƻƴ ŀƴŘ DƻŘΩǎ ƪƛƴƎŘƻƳΦ ¢ƘŜ ȅŜŀǊ ǘƘŜƴ 
starts again. Each time we go round this circle 
it is like a spiral - we go deeper in our 
experience and understanding of faith and 
DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜΦ  

Going back to those repeated lessons - as 
each year passes we learn more and go 
deeper as our spiral of exploration of what it 
is to live well, freely and fully continues. A 
threat to this joyous spiral of growth is 
arguably one of the great ills of our age - the 
debilitating effects of anxiety, something we  

 

 

 

 
all experience from time to time. This has 
become an increasing problem in a world 
lived at such a fast pace. We do well to 
remember we are slow beings and our 
growth often happens as we spiral, revisiting 
the same lessons but each time going deeper.  

Lǘ ƛǎ ŦǊŜŜƛƴƎ ǘƻ ǊŜŀƭƛǎŜ ǿŜ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƻ ƎŜǘ 
it all at once, in an instant. There is time and 
opportunity aplenty - we humans are meant 
to savour the journey of life and enjoy not 

always strive 
(although there 
maybe times of 
this).  

In the church 
year we are about 
to celebrate 
Easter, the great 
mystery of the 
extraordinary 
ŜȄǘŜƴǘ ƻŦ DƻŘΩǎ 
love. It is such a 

big thing that we take our time. 40 days (a  
season called Lent) to get ready for it, three 
days to celebrate it (what we call the 
Triduum) and then 50 days to take it in and 
reflect on it (the Easter season ends with the 
celebration of the gift of the Holy Spirit at 
Pentecost). There is plenty of opportunity and 
ǘƛƳŜ ƛƴ ŀƭƭ ƻŦ ǘƘƛǎ ǘƻ Ǝƻ ŘŜŜǇŜǊ ƛƴǘƻ DƻŘΩǎ ƭƻǾŜ 
and then next year we will do it all again. 

What a joy!  

Church communities in our villages will be 
offering many opportunities to join in this 
getting ready, celebrating and reflecting on 
the message of Easter. Do look out for 
opportunities on notice boards and websites - 
there will be time and plenty of opportunities 
on offer.  

Andrew 

Learning the same lessons again and again - what a 

joy!  
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This winter, I think that I have been very 
able to appreciate just how much better we 
all feel for a bit of sunny weather and the 
spring sunshine has certainly brought out the 
spring flowers into full bloom. Everywhere I 

look, around our little parish, daffodil and 
grape hyacinth flowers can be seen bobbing 
happily in the breeze and the leaf 
and flower buds on trees and 
hedges are beginning to swell and 
burst. Indeed, the sunny weather 
which we had in February meant 
that spring was so advanced that 
by the time we had our annual 
parish Snowdrop Lunch, the 
snowdrops were almost over. 
What an enjoyable and successful 
event the Snowdrop Lunch was, 
as ever. Many people from all 
corners of our village were able to 
attend, bringing with them a huge 
variety of tasty dishes to share. 
Thanks go to all the organisers 

who worked so hard to make the afternoon a  
success; all those who gave up their time to 
help set up beforehand and clear away 
afterwards; all those who spent time cooking 
for our enjoyment and, of course, all those 
who came and gave us the pleasure of their 
company and the stimulation of their 
conversation. It is such a good time of year to 
choose to have a village get together, 
particularly in a rural parish. Christmas is long 
past yet the truly warm weather far enough 
in the future that the distractions of sorting 
out the garden or the need for essential farm 

work are few. I will be looking forward to 
ƴŜȄǘ ȅŜŀǊΩǎΗ 

Looking forward to the nearer future, 
however, our library and coffee mornings 
are still taking place on the first Saturday 
morning of each month and Easter, with all 
its usual services and celebrations, is now 
also on the horizon. With Easter being so 
late this year and the springtime being so 
ŀŘǾŀƴŎŜŘ LΩƳ ƴƻǘ ǎǳǊŜ ǘƘŀǘ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ 
many daffodils or primroses left to fill our 
church with scent and colour on Easter 
Sunday but I am sure that there will be 
many other flowers which will by then be 

seasonally in bloom instead. 

Helen Pearse 

 

News from  

Woodland  
 
 
 
 

St. John the 
Baptist 
                       

Photographs by Susanne Westgate 
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The period between the formal end of  

Christmas and the start of Easter tends to be a 
quiet one with an emphasis on reflection and 
meditation particularly during Lent. This 
quieter time in the social event calendar does, 
however, provide an opportunity to review the 
structure and content of our weekly services 
with a view to trying a few changes and to 
gauge how these are received by the 
congregation. 

At Denbury the service held on the second 
Sunday of each month has recently been in a 
Morning Prayer format and as such provides a 
more flexible background to implement 
changes. Prior to the service held on the 
second Sunday in February a small group met 
with Father Andrew initially to investigate ways 
in which the seating could be re-arranged to 
achieve a more inclusive feel. Several ideas 
were suggested involving much moving of 
chairs/lecterns etc. until someone mentioned 
that the theme of the readings for that Sunday 
ǿŀǎ ΨCƛǎƘŜǊǎ ƻŦ aŜƴΩ ŀƴŘ ŀǎ ŀ ǊŜǎǳƭǘ ǘƘŜ ŎƘŀƛǊǎ 
were placed in the chancel in the shape of a 
boat. A small altar was set up where the 
mast step would be and overall the 
whole arrangement gave a very good 
impression of being on board. 

The initiative was very well received 
by the regular congregation and 
certainly helped to concentrate minds 
on the theme of the service. The service 
was brought to a close by the singing of 
a folk song accompanied by Rachel on 
her guitar which details the trials and 
tribulations experienced by those who 
earn their living by fishing and by their 
families who wait for them to return. 

We all look forward to further initiatives and 
themes which can be adopted in future 
services which could well involve musical 
groups and enhanced participation from the 
congregation in leading parts of the service. 

Shrove Tuesday was marked by a Pancake 
Party held in Church Cottage between 3 and 5 
ƻΩŎƭƻŎƪ ƻƴ рth March. This is always a popular 
event much enjoyed by children and parents 
returning home from school at that time. 

The formal start of Lent commenced with 
our Ash Wednesday service held on 6th March 
which was conducted by Fr. Tom New. 

5ŜƴōǳǊȅΩǎ ōŜƭƭ ǊŜǎǘƻǊŀǘƛƻƴ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ŎƻƴǘƛƴǳŜǎ 
to progress. We are currently some £19,000 
short of the funding required to achieve our 
preferred target of a refurbished and 
augmented peal of 6 bells including 3 new bells 
and the removal of the ringing room from the 
ground floor to the first floor. Much 
concentration on fundraising for the balance 
required is underway and we are still optimistic 
that we will be in a position to make a start 
before the end of 2019. 

One of the benefits of moving the ringing 
room up a floor will be that a small museum 
can be created in the former ringing area to 
accommodate a number of displays chronicling 
ǘƘŜ ŎƘǳǊŎƘΩǎ ƭƻƴƎ ŀƴŘ ǾŜǊȅ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘƛƴƎ ƘƛǎǘƻǊȅ ŀǘ 

the centre of the village. 

Mike Bray 

News from 

Denbury  
                 
 

St. Mary the 
Virgin       

'Denbury Archive Group' exhibition of historic material 
relating to Denbury, 23rd March 
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Ϧ²Ŝ ŀǊŜ ŀƴ 9ŀǎǘŜǊ ǇŜƻǇƭŜ ŀƴŘ Ψ![[9[¦L!Ω ƛǎ 
ƻǳǊ ǎƻƴƎέ -  St. Augustine. 

When we receive our copies of the latest 
edition of the Beacon, Easter will be fast 
approaching and we can all appreciate the 
quote from St. Augustine. It hardly seems any 
time at all since Christmas to find the quiet 
time of Lent once more with us. I always look 
forward to Easter with flowers in the church 
ǘƻ ŎŜƭŜōǊŀǘŜ Ψnew lifeΩ hymns for Easter 
Sunday and the exciting Easter Egg Hunt for 
the children. 

Our dusty church will be slick and span 
once again with the completion of the great 
work that has been done to the south wall 
and the Chancel ς ǎŜŜ /ƘǊƛǎ tŀǊƪŜǊΩǎ ƴƻǘŜ. 
While the work was being done we had an 
exciting discoǾŜǊȅ ƻŦ ŀ ΨƳŜǎǎŀƎŜ ƛƴ ŀ ōƻǘǘƭŜΩΦ A 
tablet dated 1601 is set in the south wall 
which had to be removed for the plastering to 
be carried out. On removal a cavity was found 
containing a very old bottle with a letter 
inside. 

The letter was dated 1897 and written by 
the Rev. Chamberlain who was responsible in 
his day for a lot of the church renovations. He 
explains in his letter how the tablet had been 
found buried under the floor of the Chancel 

when work was being carried out there. The 
names of the Attwill family who had found it 
were listed in the letter. We have now 
returned it to its resting place together with a 
letter telling how it was found and signed by 
members of our church group and Chris the 
stonemason who found it. Who knows in 
another couple of hundred years it might be 
found again and cause even more 
excitement?  

News from 

Broadhempston 
 

 
St. Peter and St. Paul 
                       


